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Soft the Snow 


By Virginia Scott Miner 


S SNOW blots out the blackened roof, 
The weary, brown-leaved sod— 
So, upon the burdened heart, 
Falls the forgiveness of God! 


we 
Watching While We Sleep 


Darkness and light are both alike 
to God, but they are not to men. Man’s 
physical vision is very limited at night, 
and many know from experience that 
even the mental and spiritual vision 
seems distorted in the small hours of 
the morning. God has made the night 
beautiful with the stars, but men have 
made it terrible with their evil inven- 
tions for killing one another. Even be- 
fore the United States was drawn into 
the war, air watching posts had been 
established; but now that we are actually 
in the war, there are hundreds of these 
posts on the east and west coasts man- 
ned twenty-four hours a day, seven days 
a week, by men (and women) constantly 
on the watch for enemy airplanes. In 
one state alone there are 218 such posts. 
While these watchers cannot prevent 
enemy planes from coming inland, yet 
they report every plane, and give the 
alarm by telephone so quickly that in 
a few moments fighter planes can be 


sent aloft to combat the enemy. There 
is satisfaction in the knowledge that 
while others are sleeping these sentinels 
are awake and alert. But these are only 
men, limited in vision, power, and en- 
durance. How good it is in these days to 
be able to trust in the One of whom it 
is written, “He that keepth thee will not 
slumber. Behold, he that keepeth Israel 
shall neither slumber nor sleep” (Psa. 
121:3, 4); “Yea, the darkness hideth not 
from thee; but the night shineth as the 
day: the darkness and the light are 
both alike to thee” (Psa. 139:12). And 
of whom is it written, “Thou shalt not 
be afraid for the terror by night’? Of 
him “that dwelleth in the secret place 
of the most High.” He “shall abide 
under the shadow of the Almighty,” and 
he will say of the Lord, “He is my refuge 
and my fortress: my God; in him will I 
trust” (Psa, 91:1, 2, 5). 


— 
“Stand Firm!’ 


These are days when both Christian 
and national soldiers need to keep steady 
and resist the power of the enemy. A 
heartening word came in a circular let- 
ter from Cyril H. Brooks in the Philip- 
pine Islands. Writing from Manila sev- 


x 


BURDEN 


ULTITUDES in these days are 
carrying heavy burdens. God 
made the world a beautiful place, 
but sin has brought anguish, and dis- 
appointment, ,and heartache into it. 


Everyone, big or little, has some bur- — 


den to bear, many have a load almost 
beyond bearing. Even little children 
have heartaches over broken toys, and 
we who are older perhaps smile at them, 
knowing that every year of age or 
growth brings added care and often new 
anxieties. Life is not without difficul- 
ties and, responsibilities for everyone. 








Comfort for Dark Days 





“My fiesh and my heart faileth: but 
God is the strength of my heart, and 
my portion for ever” (Psa. 73:26). 
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eral weeks before the city was attacked, 
he said: “This morning I was reading 
a circular issued in Great Britain to all 
residents telling them what to do in case 
of invasion. The two principal slogans 
were ‘Stand Firm’ and ‘Carry On.’ The 
Devil’s blitzkrieg is pushing forward 
aggressively today. Surely all who love 
the Lord should ‘stand firm’ —holding 
fast the Faithful Word’ and should ‘carry 
on’— ‘holding forth the word of life.’” 
Beside these two texts from Titus 1:9 
and Philippians 2:16, one may place two 
others, which, with them, are good for 
these perilous times: “Therefore, my 
beloved brethren, be ye stedfast, un- 
moveable, always abounding in the work 
of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that 
your labour is not in vain in the Lord” 
(1 Cor. 15:58); “Wherefore take unto 
you the whole armour of God, that ye 
may be able to withstand in the evil 
day, and having done all, to stand” (Eph. 
6:13). It is interesting that this mes- 
sage should come first from those in 
England, who have suffered so much, 
and then from the Philippines, now in 
the furnace of war, and then to us who 
have just entered. God’s grace is as 
sufficient in America as it has proved 
to be in England and in the Islands of 
the Pacific. 


“ 


BEARING 


What Paul says we know is true: “Every 
man shall bear his own burden” (Gal. 
6:5). Burden bearing is common to all, 
and many burdens cannot be shared 
with others, such as bodily pain or sick- 
ness, and our personal responsibility. 
Each “heart knoweth his own bitterness” 
(Prov. 14:10). Christ did not promise 
His disciples an easy life. “In the world 
ye shall have tribulation” (John 16:33), 
He told them, 

_ Paul did not contradict himself when 
he gave the admonition: “Bear ye one 
another’s burdens, and so fulfil the law 
of Christ” (Gal. 6:2). John, the beloved 
disciple, reminds us what this “royal law 
according to the Scriptures” is when he 
says: “This commandment have we 
from him, That he who loveth God love 
his brother also” (1 John 4:21). Paul 


admonishes us again, “By love serve one 
another” (Gal. 5:13). 


What are Chris- 
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tians for, if not to help one another, to 
encourage fainting hearts, to lift the bur- 
dens from shoulders bowed with grief, 
or anxiety, or distress? It would indeed 
be a calloused heart which in these days 
is. not touched by the plight of the suf- 
fering victims of war all over the world. 
Now that our own safety and comfort 
are threatened, perhaps we shall be more 
ready to respond with sympathy and 
help for the anxious and fearful, the be- 
reaved, the hopeless and homeless, those 
who may be afraid, yet in the midst 
of the conflict are courageously facing 
death. The needs of the world wait for 
the compassion of the Christian Church. 
“Whoso . .. beholdeth his brother in 
need, and shutteth up his compassion 
from him, how doth the love of God 
abide in him?” (1 John 3:17, R. V.), “Put 
on therefore, as God’s elect ...a heart 
of compassion” (Col. 3:12, R. V.). 

Let us not forget, too, that there are 
still multitudes bearing a far greater 
burden than that of physical privation or 
suffering —the burden of sin. This is 
the greatest burden of all, and the most 
common. Certainly our eyes and our 
hearts should be open to the unspeakable 
physical and mental suffering caused by 
the horrors of war, as well as to the 
distress of those round about us who 
for many reasons may need our help. 
But can we remain indifferent or blind 
to the spiritual needs of the suffering 
ones, or of those who are responsible 
.for the suffering, and also of those in 
the dark places of the earth, where 
Christ’s healing power has not yet pene- 
trated? 

Once, not so long ago, doors were open 
to us, that we might send in the Light, 
but in our selfishness or indifference we 
remained aloof, even recalling those mes- 
sengers who would gladly have entered 
the doors of opportunity with the Good 
News of salvation from the burden of 
sin. Now many of the once wide open 
doors have closed. Nevertheless God’s 
Spirit still works in the hearts of those 
who have named the name of Christ, and 
will through them bear witness even in 
the darkness, to His glory. We can give 
thanks that there remains for us the 
greatest opportunity of all, in helping 
to bear the burdens of these little ones 
of Christ’s flock —the privilege of inter- 
cession. We can pray for lonely ones 
in isolated places, tempted and tried and 
persecuted, that they may have continual 
comfort in Him who said: “Lo, I am 
with you alway” (Matt. 28:20). We can 
pray, too, that through their witness the 
burden of sin may be revealed to many 
as yet unacquainted with our Lord, who 
alone can lift this heavy burden from 
their hearts, and that they may turn to 
Him. 

For, God be praised, we have a Bur- 
den-bearer! “Blessed be the Lord, who 
daily beareth our burden” (Psa. 68:19, 
R. V.). “Cast thy burden upon the Lord, 
and he shall sustain thee” (Psa. 55:22). 
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So the Psalmist. testifies. David: -well 
knew the meaning of “burdens.” His 
testimony is the valuable one based on 
experience. His was not an easy life, 
even if he was a king. The persecution 
of enemies, especially the ingratitude of 
an enemy son, is not a light burden. 
And although David was “a man after 
God’s own heart,” he bore the burden 
of one great sin, until God Himself, 
through His infinite mercy, lifted that 
load. “Casting all your care upon him; 
for he careth for you” (1 Pet. 5:7) is 
the encouragement given us by Peter — 
Peter, who knew the heaviness of a bur- 
den of sin, and the blessedness of its 
removal through his Lord’s forgiveness. 
If God can lift our greatest burden, the 
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burden of sin, can we not trust Him 
with every burden we may have? No 
anxiety, or grief, or disappointment, or 
fear, which may grip the heart of God’s 
children, is unimportant to our Heavenly 
Father. Truly the burden of the world 
is too great for us, alone, to bear. But 
was it not for such times as this that 
our Lord Jesus Christ extended His gra- 
cious invitation: “Come unto me, all ye 
that ... are heavy laden, and I will give 
you rest” (Matt. 11:28). 
Casting all your care on Him! 
He, the Burden-bearer, lifts 
Loads of care from heavy hearts, 
In their stead bestowing gifts 
Of perfect peace, and thankfulness, 
Of confidence, and quiet rest; 
Till our hearts are stilled in Him, 
Knowing that His way is best. 














Notes ON OPEN LETTERS 














A Bird’s Nest and Psalm 91 


Robert Ripley, the well-known 
author of the copyrighted newspaper 
feature entitled “Believe It or Not!” gave 
an unusually striking incident in one 
of his cartoons which appeared in No- 
vember. His drawing showed a bird’s 
nest with a piece of paper woven_into 
it, and Ripley said that on the paper 
was this verse: 

He shall cover thee 

with his feathers, 
and under his wings 
shalt thou trust (Psa. 91:4). 


Mr. Ripley stated that the nest had been 
found by H. B. Simons, at a point in 
Texas. Believing that a more complete 
story. of this find would be interesting 
to all who have found comfort in Psalm 
91, and especially to all bird lovers, the 
Editor wrote to Mr. Simons and received 
the following interesting reply: 


“The verse was printed on a small slip, 
about 1 inch by 3 inches. I presume these 
slips are used in Sunday school teaching, 
as memory gems. Anyway, not all the Psalm 
was printed on the slip, but only what ap- 
peared in the cartoon. I inquired of my 
preacher friends if they had used such 
devices, but none there had done so, hence 
the bird must have found,it some distance 
away. The nest was... in a house — mar- 
tins. I sent the slip to Mr. Ripley. It was 
the only slip in the nest —the only piece of 
paper I have ever found in a martin nest. 
I too am interested in birds. Oh, inci- 
dentally, the real believe it or not is that the 
person who found it with me is’ an infidel 
—truly. Believe me, that was quite a shock. 
. . This apparent manifestation did not 
convert the fellow, but it jarred him con- 
siderably.” 


Our Lord Jesus said: “Behold the 
fowls of the air: for they sow not, neither 
do they reap, nor gather into barns; yet 
your heavenly Father feedeth them. Are 
ye not much better than they?” (Matt. 
6:26.) Five times in the same passage 
the Lord Jesus has told us, in various 
ways, that we need not and ought not 


to take anxious thought for our life. 
Bird life is filled with evidences of His 
wisdom and protecting care. Surely we 
who are His children today have even 
more reason than the Psalmist had to 
take shelter under His wings and trust 
Him at all times. 
ve 


A Correction 


Tue SunpAy Scuoo. Trmes is so uniformly 
correct in its presentation of fact that I 
have long since refused to doubt or ques- 
tion what I find in its columns, unless 
the error be apparent. Imagine my sur- 
prise, therefore, at finding three plain 
mistakes in one issue,— December 27, les- 
son for January 11. 

Luke tells us (2:21) that Jesus was cir- 
cumcised and named when eight days 
old, which was according to law. And 
(2:22) that He was taken to Jerusalem, 
and presented to the Lord, “when the 
days of her purification according to the 
law of Moses were accomplished,” or when 
He was forty days old. 

Brother Ironside, in comment on verse 27, 
says “in order that He might be circum- 
cised.” £vidently in error here, since He 
was circumcised when eight days old; and 
the law would not permit Mary to enter 
the Temple before He was forty days old. 

On page 1064, third paragraph: “When 
the baby was a little over a month old.” 


The record is so explicit: Forty days. 
The first paragraph “For Primary 
Teachers” says: “When He was eight 


days old, His parents took Him to the 
Temple in Jerusalem.” 

I have tried out my Sunday school 
teachers in four different churches on the 
sequence of events relating to the Nativ- 
ity, and have been amazed at the evidence 
of confusion in the general mind... . 

These minor details seem so unimpor- 
tant; yet the story is so simple, and de- 
viations from it so confusing, I am trying 
to help my folks get it Scripturally.—A 
West Virginia pastor. 


Dr. Ironside, in his usual humble and 
courteous way, writes: 


I am indebted to one of your readers 
for calling my attention to a stupid blun- 
der I made in writing the notes of the 


(Continued on page 94) 
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The testimony of a mother who believes this is her most important task 


Training Our Children for Christ Se ee 











By Edith M. Gunderson 
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OME time ago Tue SuNDay ScHooL 

Times invited Christian parents who 

had brought up their families for 
the Lord to send them accounts of how 
they had done it. 

In response to that invitation I am 
writing my experience, “as one that 
hath obtained mercy of the Lord to 
be faithful” in the matter of bringing 
up children. The credit, the honor, is 
altogether the Lord’s, who not only gave 
the children, but also the consuming’ de- 
sire that they be His, the power for 
their training, and the supreme gift of 
eternal life to each one. Well may 
we say, “Thanks be unto God”! “What 
shall I render unto the Lord for all 
his benefits toward me?” 


We Must Give Time to Them 


There is an impression in some minds 
that skill,in governing is an inborn tal- 
ent, not to be acquired by information 
or thought. But often parents with 
highly cultivated minds, themselves per- 
haps deep thinkers, widely read, have dis- 
appointing children. This has often been 
said of preachers’ sons, as we all know. 
When this is the case, it seems to indi- 
cate that the parents’ time and atten- 
tion have been engrossed by other mat- 
ters, and the neglected children form 
unworthy characters almost inevitably 
from the influences to which they are 
exposed. Is not this the prime essential, 
common to all successful parents, that 
they have diligently attended to the 
moral training of their children? Their 
own inadequacy for such a task then 
forces them to acknowledged dependence 
on God for guidance and blessing at 
every step. 

Another objection encountered is: “We 
haven’t time! People with wealth and 
leisure can study their children, no 
doubt; but it keeps us hustling just to 
make a living. We are plain, ordinary 
folks.” 

We also are plain, ordinary folks in 
very ordinary circumstances, my hus- 
band an office man with small income. 
Although saved before we met, he had 
not had a Christian home or background. 
I, on the contrary, having enjoyed the 
teaching of godly parents, was eager 
that the same holy influences that had 
drawn their children early to the Sav- 
iour should prevail in my new home 
for our little ones. 

On every hand then — and much more 
now — was the painful spectacle of de- 
vout parents grieving over the worldly 
practices of their children, yet power- 
less to restrain them. How could I en- 


If you have been reading the Times 
for the last four years, you have 
probably read one or more of the 
thirteen articles by Vivian Gunder- 
son on Sunday school work, which 
have been published during ‘that 
time. Wouldn't you like to know 
something of the early home life of 
this successful Sunday school worker, 
who has been greatly used of God 
in leading children to Christ and in- 
structing them in the great truths 
of the Bible? Here is the personal 
testimony of the mother of this fine 
family, telling how, by God’s grace, 
she has brought up her children in 
_ the nurture and admonition of the 
Lord. The second and concluding 
part, which deals fully with the way 
the family spent Sunday, will be 
published next week. 








sure that mine should be otherwise? 
This question gave great exercise of 
heart, for my parents were at Home 
with the Lord, and the solemn feeling 
that I was accountable for these immor- 
tal souls committed to my care pressed 
upon me. How earnestly I desired that 
our little darlings should be lambs of 
the Good Shepherd’s fold! But I knew 
not how to begin their moral or spiritual 
training. 
The First Thing to Learn 

Seizing at first upon everything avail- 
able in print on the subject, I gradually 
came to see that much of what is in 
circulation today by psychologists and 
psychiatrists for guidance in child train- 
ing is false in principle. Lacking the 
fear of the Lord which is the beginning 
of knowledge (Prov. 1:7), as well as of 
wisdom (Prov. §:10), they not only ig- 
nore the fact that the natural heart is 
evil, but also have no such goal as the 
Christian’s must needs be, the eternal 
welfare of the child. The main thing 
seems to be the body, the very temporal 
house of the living soul within, and 
after that just development of the in- 
dividuality with one possible restraint: 
deprecating and diverting “anti-social” 
outbreaks. . . . Finding little help there, 
I studied the Bible on this subject from 
beginning to end, praying for the wis- 
dom that I lacked. The inevitable re- 
sult was light on the matter, for the 
Bible is the best book on child training. 
“Blessed is the man that heareth me, 
watching daily at my gates, waiting at 
the posts of my doors” is a glorious fact, 


available to the weakest and most igno- 
rant of the Lord’s people. 

Not touching upon the typical mean- 
ing of marriage as given in Ephesians 5, 
we are told that earthly marriage and 
the home were instituted “that he might 
seek a godly seed” (Mal. 2:15). Two 
outstanding examples in the Old Testa- 
ment impressed me: Abraham, the friend 
of God, was honored by hearing his 
Creator say: “I know him, that he will 
command his children and his house- 
hold after him, and they shall keep the 
way of the Lord” (Gen. 18:19). Cen- 
turies later, the same Lord said of Eli: 
“IT have told him that I will judge his 
house for ever for the iniquity which 
he knoweth; because his sons made 
themselves vile, and he restrained them 
not” (1 Sam. 3:13). How blessed to be 
like Abraham, and how awful to be like 
Eli! Little wonder that the central peti- 
tion in our united prayer as parents was: 
“Lord, save our children! If we must 
have chastening [Heb, 12:5-11], let it 
be loss of home, money, anything but 
that one of our children be lost! Lord, 
save our children early in life, and make 
them Thy disciples all their days! We 
don’t ask for any earthly advantage for 
them, Lord, but only that they be re- 
deemed with the precious blood of Christ, 
and that their lives may bring glory 
to Thee! This is our supreme desire, 
Lord! Give us the wisdom we lack to 
train them for Thee: but oh, make therm 
Thine own!” This petition was an- 
swered, as it will be for every Chris- 
tian couple, as it is written, 1 John 5:14, 
15, and Matthew 18:19. Truly, the Word 
of God is profitable for instruction in 
righteousness (2 Tim. 3:16, 17). 


A Mother’s Great Opportunity 


‘Since the father is away from some 
during the most of the children’s wak- 
ing hours, most of the early training de- 
volves upon the mother. And since the 
bringing up of children heads the Scrip- 
tural list of a widow’s good works (1 Tim. 
5:10), is it not a mother’s most important 
service for the Lord? Then should not 
everything else be subordinated to this? 

Coming now to the practical working 
out, we saw the foundation principle in 
earthly government, whether family or 
national, is obedience, as it ‘s in God’s 
great family. Praying daily for patience, 
self-control, and firmness, we began the 
task of teaching this essential rule to 
the widely-differing dispositions of our 
six children (five of whom grew up). 

So from the earliest the little ones 
were taught that when Mother spoke 








84 (4) * 


there must be immediate attention. If 
she said, “No,” the action must stop and 
‘top without delay, though not one was 
:ver slapped or cuffed. Corporal pun- 
ishment was the last resort, but once 
begun it was repeated until the child 
yielded. “You must be a good boy; you 
can be a good boy without hard spanks 
if you want to, but if you won’t be good 
without, then you will have hard spanks 
until you do what you are told” was a 
statement our children were familiar 
with when small. It was not, “If you 
don’t do it, I'll give you a licking” as 
we sometimes hear, but, “Do it you will, 
because you have got to obey your par- 
ents, and it is my job to teach it to you. 
You may do it without pain, or have 
pain and do it, but do it you will.” I 
have enlarged on this, because so few 
take the pains to get this across while 
the child is very young. We never had 
any insubordination with ours after they 
were getting big. Since that question 
was taken care of while they were small, 
it disposed of an immense amount of 
trouble many experience when their 
children approach the teen-age. 


The Keystone of Child Training 


Just because brutal or unjust things 
have been done, it is fatal to lasting hap- 
piness in the family to avoid establishing 
obedience as the keystone of the chil- 
dren’s training. They themselves soon 
learn to love and respect the firm but 
affectionate parent who gives few com- 
mands, does not nag, but whose word is 
final. People often shrink from this 
time-honored path who yet insist on 
clean faces and hands, attendance at 
school, eating of spinach, attending the 
dentist’s, and so on. Is it not more cruel 
merely to enforce unwelcome physical 
habits which are only temporal rather 
than to build moral character for eter- 
nity on the solid foundation of obedi- 
ence? On every occasion that I was 
aware of, I commended each child for 
his effort to do right, and often showed 
why they were told to do certain things, 
—always for their own good, not for 
maternal gratification. As to crushing 
their spirits or interfering with their will 
power, the converse is the case, for those 
rule best who were themselves made to 
obey. History abounds in proof of this. 

Now as to turning their hearts to God. 
As soon as a child could sit in a high 
chair to receive a little food, I put its 
hands together, bowed my head, and 
said in reverent voice, “Oh, Lord, Baby 
says Ta! Amen” (mgpaning “Thank 
you”). It always astonished guests that 
babies of one to two years would say, 
“Sh!” (imitating my, “Hush, dears, it’s 
time to speak to God”),.bow heads and 
fold tiny hands all of their own volition 
as soon as ready for a meal. We were 
careful to have the thanks before meals 
exceeding brief at this period, and the 
family worship was on the same plan, 
reverent but very short at this early 
stage. For example, we would sing a 
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verse of “Josus Loves Me,” or “There is a 
Happy Land,” and the like; read a very 
few verses in the simplest manner pos- 
sible, then kneel for a very brief prayer. 
As soon as the eldest was able to under- 
stand any of the words read, we insti- 
tuted the lifelong practice of each child’s 
choosing a verse for his own before we 
prayed. They were always eager to have 


January 31, 1949 


read out for them as their special verse 
the one containing the words they had 
listened to, as “A little ship,” “A great 
supper,” “The lamb on his shoulders,” 
and so on, and their attention was thus 
secured for the Bible reading; and this 
has grown and developed with the years, 
of course. 


(To be concluded next week) 








A Review of Sunday School Conventions 


Looking back over nearly one hundred years 


By Charles E. Schenck 























URING the last two decades of the 

nineteenth century and the first two 
of the twentieth, the Sunday school con- 
vention movement reached the zenith 
of its popularity, influence, and power. 
Many thousands of conventions were 
held annually in the United States and 
Canada, making an extensive and invalu- 


able contribution to Sunday school ad-- 


vancement. In many counties the annual 
Sunday school convention was the big 
event of the year. Delegates made new 
friends, enjoyed delightful fellowship, 
learned the importance of co-operation, 
received instruction in newest and best 
ways of working; often they were in- 
spired with a vision that gripped and 
held and led to consecrated service. 
County CONVENTIONS 

The first county convention of record 
was held in the Presbyterian Church at 
Winchester, Scott County, Ill., April 20, 
1846, by Stephen Paxson, zealous convert 
of one of the Sunday schools established 
by missionaries of the American Sun- 
day-School Union. Mr. Paxson conceived 
the idea of bringing Sunday school work- 





The following is a portion of a letter 
from Mr. Schenck, author of this 
article: 

“THe Sunpay ScHooL TrmMes came to 
my attention in 1876, sixty-five years 
ago. I became a constant reader, be- 
ing greatly inspired by Dr. H. Clay 
Trumbull’s wonderful editorials which 
I am sure had much to do with my 
devoting my life to Sunday school 
work. I became superintendent of a 
school of 250 members at Paris, Ill. We 
supplied all teachers with the Trmes, 
as was done when I was superintend- 
ent of Woodlawn Park (now First) 
Presbyterian of Chicago. Under my 
administration this school reached its 
peak of 1,085 members. All our large 
staff of teachers were supplied with 
the Trmes.... 

“When B. FP. Jacobs was chairman 
of the executive committee of Illinois 
Sunday School Association, for years 
I was one of his employees on the field. 
By his irrefutable addresses and his 
dynamic personality, he it was who 
almost compelled the Indianapolis con- 
vention in 1872 to adopt the Uniform 
Lesson plan.” 











ers of a county together for conference 
and exchange of ideas, in the hope of 
improving the work of the individual 
school. Soon after this first county con- 
vention, the American Sunday-School 
Union made Mr. Paxson one of its mis- 
sionaries, thus greatly enlarging his op- 
portunities for promoting the holding of 
county conventions; through his efforts 
county conventions grew in popularity 
and usefulness; but much more rapidly 
after state Sunday school associations be- 
came active. 
STATE CONVENTIONS 


The first authentic state Sunday school 
convention was held in Boston, Novem- 
ber 13, 14, 1855; New York held a three- 
day convention at Albany, in January, 
1857; Connecticut held its first state con- 
vention at Hartford, in April, 1857. At 
this convention the idea of gathering 
annual statistics was discussed. Henry 
Clay Trumbull (Editor of the Times, 
1875-1903), enterprising secretary of the 
convention, a devoted young Christian, 
gathered from his own county, and 
through secretaries of other counties of 
the state, figures and facts concerning 
Sunday school membership, work, an 
needs. He it was who established and 
standardized the office of county secre- 
tary. New Jersey held its first state 
convention at New Brunswick, Novem- 
ber, %#58; Iliinois held its first conven- 
tion at Dixon, in May, 1859. 

NATIONAL CONVENTIONS 

The First National Convention was 
held in New York City, October 3, 1832; 
the Second in Philadelphia, May, 1833; 
the Third was held in Fhiladelphia, Feb- 
ruary 22-24, 1859. THe Sunpay ScHOOoL 
Times of March 6, 1859, printed a full 
report of this convention, which ap- 


* pointed a committee to call another Na- 


tional Convention in 1861, but on account 
of the Civil War, the holding of a 
National Convention at that time was - 
impossible. The Fifth National Con- 
vention, held in Indianapolis, April, 1872, 
was the starting point of a new era in 
Sunday school work, for a resolution 
to appoint an International Lesson Com- 
mittee was adopted, largely through the 
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earnest advocacy of Benjamin Franklin 
Jacobs, of Chicago, a Sunday school 
statesman with a world vision. On April 
18, 1872, the International Uniform Les- 
son System was born. The Lesson Com- 
mitte issued a list of lessons for 1873 and 
announced plans for the ensuing six 
years. (A preliminary course had pre- 
viously been provided for 1872.) John 
H. Vincent, chairman of the Lesson Com- 
mittee, made an official. visit to London 
which resulted in the adoption of the 
uniform lessons by the London Sunday 
School Union. In his report to the Bal- 
timore convention three years later, Dr. 
Warren Randolph, secretary of the Les- 
son Committe, said: “The extent to 
which the work has already been car- 
ried far exceeds our most sanguine ex- 
pectations. East and West, North and 
South, have come to use and love the 
Uniform Lessons.” : 


INTERNATIONAL CONVENTIONS 


The National Convention at Baltimore, 
1875, became the First International Con- 
vention. The Second International, At- 
lanta, 1878, dwelt on the success of the 
Uniform Lesson System and aroused 
great enthusiasm for united Sunday 
school effort. At the Third International, 
Toronto, 1881, B. F. Jacobs was made 
chairman of the executive committee, 
and E. Payson Porter was employed as 
statistical secretary; this was the begin- 
ning of what became later the Interna- 
tional Sunday School Association. The 
Fourth International was held in Louis- 
ville, 1884. At the Fifth International, 
Chicago, 1887, the calling of a world’s 
convention, an initial step toward the 
World’s Sunday School Association, was 
approved. At the Sixth International, 
Pittsburgh, 1890, the plan of alternative 
temperance and missionary lessons was 
adopted on motion of Frances E. Wil- 
lard, founder of the W. C. T. U.; the 
Seventh International was held in St. 
Louis, 1893; the Eighth, in Boston, 1896; 
the Ninth, Atlanta, 1899. At this con- 
vention Marion Lawrance, eminently 
successful general secretary of the Ohio 
Association, was called by the executive 
committee to the general-secretaryship 
of the International Convention. The 
creation and filling of this office marked 
the establishment of the International 
Sunday School Association. 

The Eleventh International was held 
at Toronto, 1905. The Twelfth, Louis- 
ville, 1908, passed two resolutions, one 
commending and continuing the Uni- 
form Lessons, the other directing the 
American Section of the Lesson Com- 
mittee to continue the preparation of a 
thoroughly graded course of lessons 
“which may be used by any school de- 
siring to use it in whole or in part.” The 
Thirteenth International was held in San 
Francisco, 1911. The Graded Lesson out- 
lines, which had been issued by the 
Lesson Committee in response to the 
Louisville resolution, were thoroughly 
discussed. At the Fourteenth Interna- 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


tional, Chicago, 1914, there were 2,560 
delegates from sixty-seven constituencies. 
The Fifteenth International was held in 
Buffalo, 1918. 

At the Sixteenth International, Kan- 
sas City, July 22, 1922, a merger by which 
the International Sunday School Asso- 
ciation and the Sunday School Council 
of Evangelical Churches became the In- 
ternational Council of Religious Educa- 
tion was ratified. Hugh S. Magill, 
secretary of the National Education 
Association, became general secretary, 
and Marion Lawrance consulting gen- 
eral secretary of the new organization. 

The Seventeenth International (the 
first under the auspices of the In- 
ternational Council of -Religious Educa- 
tion) was held in Birmingham, Ala., 
April 17, 1926; the Eighteenth at Toronto, 
June 23-29, 1930. In February, 1934, a 
one-day meeting in connection with the 
annual meeting of the Council was held 
in Chicago. The next International Con- 
vention was held in Columbus, Ohio, 
June 28-July 3, 1938. At the annual 
meeting of the Council of Religious 
Education, February, 1939, a Committee 
on Lesson Policy was appointed. This 
committee reported at the annual meet- 
ing in Chicago, February, 1940. The 
Christian Century of February 21, said: 
“The report of this committee led to a 
lively debate concerning the relative 
value of Uniform and Graded Lessons. 
A survey had shown that 60 per cent 
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of the churches still use the Uniform 
Lessons, while 22 per cent use the Group 
Graded and 18 per cent the Closely 
Graded.” 
Wor.p’s CONVENTIONS 

The First World’s Sunday School Con- 
vention was held in London, 1889; the 
second, St. Louis, 1893; the Third, Lon- 
don, 1898; the Fourth, Jerusalem, 1904: 
the Fifth, Rome, 1907; there the World’s 
Sunday School Association was effected 
under joint American, British, and Con- 
tinental leadership. The Sixth World's 
Convention was held at Washington. 
May 19-24, 1910. Three thousand dele- 
gates from forty-five countries met in 
“a World’s Convention of phenomenal 
spirituality, enthusiasm, and creative 
force.” President Taft delivered the ad- 
dress of welcome; Miss Annie Jarvis 
made an address which resulted in the 
establishment of Mother’s Day. The Sev- 
enth World’s Convention was held in 
Zurich, Switzerland, 1913; Eighth, Tokyo. 
Japan, 1920; Ninth, Glasgow, Scotland. 
1924; Tenth, Los Angeles, 1928; Eleventr 
Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, 1932; Twelfth, 
Oslo, Norway, 1936. The Thirteenth 
World’s Convention planned to be held 
at Durbin, South Africa, in 1940, was 
postponed on account of unsettled con- 
ditions caused by the second World War. 

An International Congress of Chris- 
tian Education was held in Mexico City, 
July 16-20, 1941. 
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How l Was Saved from Roman Catholicism 
of a faithful school friend, 





By Anna Molaska 














‘“ OLY Mary, Mother of God; pray 

for us.”— “Jesus, Mary, Joseph, 
have mercy on us.”— These and other 
prayers often came from my lips as I 
kneeled before the image-adorned altar 
of the Roman Catholic Church. My 
childhood and part of my “teen” years 
were spent in the bondage of this system 
of religion in which the Virgin Mary, 
“Queen of Heaven,” is given more promi- 
nence than her Son, the Lord Jesus 
Christ. 


Many a Sunday morning, while at 
mass, with my fingers on the beads of 
a rosary and my eyes uplifted to the 
image of some “saint,” I repeated prayers 
— ignorant of the fact that the Bible 
exhorted us: “Use not vain repetitions”; 
and that when we pray, we are to pray 
to “our Father which art in heaven.” 


I often prayed a “litany,” part of 
which is as follows: 
Holy Virgin of virgins, pray for us. 
St. Michael, pray for us. 
St. Gabriel, pray for us. 
All ye holy angels and archangels, pray 
for us. 


All ye holy patriarchs and prophets, 
pray for us,—and so on. 


Having never read or even seen a Bible 
until my seventeenth year, I was entirely 
unaware of the false doctrine embodied 
in the following prayer: 

“I confess to Almighty God, to the 
blessed Mary, ever Virgin, to Blessed 
Michael the Archangel, to blessed John 
the Baptist, the holy Apostles Peter and 
Paul, to all the saints, and to you, Father, 
that I have very much sinned in thought, 
word and deed, through my fault, 
through my fault, through my most 
grievous fault. Therefore I beseech the 
blessed Mary, ever Virgin, blessed 
Michael the Archangel, blessed John the 
Baptist, the holy Apostles Peter and Paul 
and all the Saints and you, Father, to 
pray to our Lord God for me.” 

As is the case with most Catholics. 
I was a full-fledged worldling, — danc- 
ing, attending movies, and the like, — 
but was careful not to miss Mass, for 
to miss Mass was a sin! Yet, —I was not 
satisfied. There was a void, a craving, 
a longing for something which neither 
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the pleasures of the world nor the cold 
solemnities of the Catholic Church could 
satisfy. My heart was searching, seeking 
something —I knew not what. 


But the Lord Jesus was also seeking 
—for He came “to seek and to save 
that which was lost.” During my high 
school years there sat in front of me, 
in my “home room,” a girl who had been 
recently saved and was full of the joy 
of her new experience. She spoke to 
me of Christ, the Giver of joy and satis- 
faction, the One who would save my soul 
and prepare me for Heaven. I did not 
even know what she meant by the term 
“saved.” To the Catholic, baptism (in in- 
fancy) and later receiving the Holy Com- 
munion was the method by which one be- 
came a member of the church; — but as 
to how to be saved through the merits of 
the shed blood of the Lord Jesus alone, 
we were never taught. 


So it took some patient sowing of the 
seed before I finally realized that I was 
a lost sinner, doomed to hell. I began to 
see that Jesus would save me—not, as 
I had always believed, through confes- 
sion of my sins to a mediator (for we 
were unworthy to approach Jesus direct) 
but, as this girl testified,— we could be 
saved simply by repenting, confessing 
our sins to Jesus Himself, and then be- 
lieving that He forgave. I stumbled at 
the simplicity of it. “Why, that’s too 
easy,” I exclaimed, — “just to repent and 
believe! You have to do something.” 
I had been taught a system of works 
whereby we merit, and even pay for, 
our salvation. 

One day my friend placed in my hands 
a Book which I had never seen or read 
before. She asked me to promise to 
read a chapter a day. At first it was 
like a third grade child reading high 
school history. . It was all foreign lan- 
guage to me. I couldn't understand what 
I read. But faithful to my promise, I 
continued reading one chapter a day 
until the Holy Spirit opened my eyes 
and I began to see wondrous things in 
His law. I saw the errors in the doc- 
trines of the church in which IJ had 
been raised. I saw that salvation came, 
not through Mary, but her Son the Lord 
Jesus Christ — ‘Neither is there salva- 
tion in any other: for there is none 
other name under heaven given among 
men, whereby we must be saved” (Acts 
4:12). I saw, too, that it was not the 
priest, but Christ who was the mediator 
between God and man,— “for there is 
one God, and one mediator between God 
and men, the man Christ Jesus” (1 Tim. 
2:5). I discovered that “if we confess 
our sins, he [Jesus, of course] is faithful 
and just to forgive us our sins, and to 
cleanse us from all unrighteousness” (1 
John 1:9). 

It was not at the altar of a church, or 
at my bedside, or in any secluded place 
that I accepted the Lord, but while 
walking through the corridors of high 
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school, with my friend dealing with me, 
— that I made the decision that changed 
my entire life from that time on. I soon 
began to attend Sunday school, and it 
was there that my Christian life really 
began to be developed. 

Because I had been so full of wrong 
doctrine, it was necessary that I be fully 
grounded in the Word of God. My ex- 
perience of salvation was not attended 
by any great outburst of joy (that came 
later) — but I simply accepted the state- 
ment of the Word of God that if I con- 
fessed, He forgave; if I accepted, He 
came, 

And so my Christian life continued 
as it began,-— being built on the foun- 
dation of the Word of God. Those early 
years in Sunday school, before I began 
to attend church, were invaluable to me. 
Many an arrpgw of conviction found its 
mark in my heart as my faithful teacher 
expounded the Scriptures and explained 
what it meant to be a Christian. One 
thing after another dropped off as I was 
faced with the demands of the Word 
of God, until my connections with: the 
world were fully and forever severed. 

I thank God that through the opera- 
tion of the Word of God I was brought 
to see the error I had been in, and led 
to turn away from it to Jesus Christ, 
who Himself is the way, the truth, and 
the life—my Saviour, and yours, too, 
if you will accept Him. 

KENOSHA, WIS. 
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The Fundamental Method 
of Bible Teaching 


By Albert Finet' 


HY do we teach our children 

the Bible? Is it not primarily to 
make them Christians? We must then 
awaken an intelligent apprehension of 
the Bible. What is that? 

It is the discerning in all its parts of 
that real unity which is Jesus Christ, 
hoped for, announced, awaited, seen, and 
witnessed to. The entire Bible exists only 
for that. If in studying the Bible we for- 
get this cardinal affirmation we are, in 
the face of tne Old Testament, blinded 
Jews; before the New Testament, equally 
blind Judaizers. If, in teaching, we lose 
even a little of this fact from view, 
we may indeed draw moral lessons for 
the children, but shall none the less 
betray its real message. 

In relating the stories of Scripture we 
should remember that they have no 
other purpose than to bring us to Jesus 
Christ. Thus when you tell the story 
of the Creation, that which is of im- 
portance is to bring to light the fact 
that God has created all by His Word, 
that Word which was made flesh in 
Jesus Christ. When you tell the story of 





1 Translated by Ernest Gordon from an arti- 
cle. in the French magazine, Le Christianisme 
au XX Siécle. 
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the Fall the point of the narrative is 
the promise given,—that from the pos- 
terity of the woman He should spring 
who is to crush the serpent’s head. When 
you speak of the Exodus from Egypt you 
should dwell on that sign of blood over 
the doors which protects from death. 
And so on. The serpent of brass bound 
to a pole gives life to those who gaze on 
it, those who were doomed to death. 
That wisdom of Solomon, which is van- 
ity apart from the fear of God, shines 
forth in Jesus Christ. So of the journeys 
of Paul, they have no other end and 
purpose than Jesus Christ. 

You think of the taking of Jericho, 
you teach about the miracle, the trum- 
pets. Why do you not speak of Rahab? 
Is it because of a certain false modesty? 
Notice this. This lost woman has been 
able to see in her people’s enemies the 
hand of the all-powerful God, and aban- 
dons all, as Abraham did, to trust her- 
self entirely to His mercy. Is not that 
why she has a place in the genealogy 
of Christ? I know no other reason. 

Jeremiah is your subject of teaching. 
Do you recall that certain of the con- 
temporaries of Christ said that the Son 
of Mary was his reincarnation? (Matt. 
16:14.) Why? That is what we must 
ask when teaching the life of Jeremiah. 
We must indeed show that Jeremiah’s 
life of suffering has been a type of our 
Saviour’s. Read the 26th chapter of 
Jeremiah. All is there, all that makes 
us think of Christ’s Passion,—the ac- 
cusing word, the arrest, the judgment, 
—all save the death. 

Now I expect an objection: “You have 
cited certain typical cases where Chris- 
tian faith finds Christ. That is easy. 
But what of all the other Biblical pas- 
sages?” 

To this I answer two things: (1) If 
you find in these places alone the image 
of Christ, begin and teach these pas- 
sages in this manner. There is much the 
children will understand as, the Chris- 
tian meaning in the Creation, in certain 
narratives of the elect people, in the 
prophecies, in the lives of the apostles. 
(2) I have cited these examples to start 
you in this path. I am persuaded, for I 
have proved it day by day in reading 
the Binle, that you will find many more, 
and gradually will discover how the 
entire Biblical history is illumined, takes 
its true meaning, when one looks at it in 
the light of this great principle. It re- 
quires study, indeed. One cannot read 
the Bible as a novel, or even as a hand- 
book of ethics. One must search the 
Scriptures. Do this and you will have 
your reward. 
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Has Christian Youth helped you to 
study and understand your Sunday 
school lesson? Then why not show it to 
your teacher and superintendent? Per- 
haps they would like to get it for your 
whole class or school, 
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LESSON 7. FEBRUARY 15. THE HEALING MINISTRY OF JESUS 


International Uniform Lesson.—Mark 1:35 to 3:12; Luke 4:42-44, 5:12-39, printed text, Mark 2:1-12 
Golden Text.—Jesus . . . was moved With compassion toward them, and he healed their sick.—Matt. 14:14 
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The portion of the text indicated by the International Lesson 
Committee for printing in the lesson helps is Mark 2:1-12 


Kinc JAMES VERSION 


Mark 2:1 And again he entered into Capernaum after some 
days; and it was noised that he was in the house. 

2 And straightway many were gathered together, insomuch that 
there was no room to receive them, no, not so much as about 
the door: and he preached the word unto them. 

3 And they come unto him, bringing one sick of the palsy, 
which was borne of four. 

4 And when they could not come nigh unto him for the press, 
they uncovered the roof where he was: and when they had 
broken it up, they let down the bed wherein the sick of the 
palsy lay. 

5 When Jesus saw their faith, he said unto the sick of the 
palsy, Son, thy sins be forgiven thee. 

6 But there were certain of the scribes sitting there, and 
reasoning in their hearts, 

7 Why doth this man thus speak blasphemies? who can for- 
give sins but God only? 

8 And immediately when Jesus perceived in his spirit that they 
so reasoned within themselves, he said unto them, Why reason 
ye these things in your hearts? 

9 Whether is it easier to say to the sick of the palsy, Thy sins 
be forgiven thee; or to say, Arise, and take up thy bed, and walk? 


AMERICAN STANDARD VERSION 


Mark 2:1 And when he entered again into Capernaum after 
some days, it was noised that he was ‘in the house. 2 And 
many were gathered together, so that there was no lohger room 
for them, no, not even about the door: and he spake the word 
unto them. 3 And they come, bringing unto him a man sick 
of the palsy, borne of four. 4 And when they could not ?¢ome 
nigh unto him for the crowd, they uncovered the roof where 
he was: and when they had broken it up, they let down the 
* bed whereon the sick of the palsy lay. 5 And Jesus seeing their 
faith saith unto the sick of the palsy, ‘Son, thy sins are ‘for- 
given. 6 But there were certain of the scribes sitting there, 
and reasoning in their hearts, 7 Why doth this man thus speak? 
he blasphemeth: who can forgive sins but one, even God? 8 And 
straightway Jesus, perceiving in his spirit that they so reasoned 
within themselves, saith unto them, Why reason ye these things 
ih your hearts? 9 Which is easier, to say to the sick of the 
palsy, Thy sins are forgiven; or to say, Arise, and take up thy 
®bed, and walk? 10 But that ye may know that the Son of man 
hath authority on earth to forgive sins (he saith to the sick of 
the .palsy), 111 say unto thee, Arise, take up thy *bed, and 
go unto thy house. 12 And he arose, and straightway took up 
the *bed, and went forth before them all; insomuch that they 
were all amazed, and glorified God, saying, We never saw it on 


10 But that ye may know that the Son of man hath power on 
earth to forgive sins, (he saith to the sick of the palsy,) 
11 I say unto thee, Arise, and take up thy bed, and go thy 


way into thine house. 


12 And immediately he arose, took up the bed, and went forth 
before them all; insomuch that they were all amazed, and 
glorified God, saying, We never saw it on this fashion. 


The Lesson as a Whole 


By H. A. Ironside, Litt.D. 
Pastor of the Moody Memorial Church, Chicago 


Approach to the Lesson 


E HAVE noticed already that the 

W miracles of our Lord were 

wrought in order to relieve hu- 

man misery and to authenticate the Mes- 
siahship of Jesus. We would also em- 
phasize the precious truth that they were 
intended to reveal to men the grace and 
tender compassion of God, who was seen 
in Christ, fully telling out His deep con- 
cern for those who had brought such dire 
trouble and affliction upon themselves 
by turning away from Him. The en- 
tire human race was suffering because 
of sin. Israel in particular had been 
promised immunity from disease if obe- 
dient to the law of God (Exod. 23:25). 
Every blind, deaf, crippled, or diseased 
person among them was a witness to 
their failure in this respect (Deut. 28: 
15-23). In healing the sick, Jesus was 
undoing the work of the Devil (Acts 10: 
38). And in doing this He was fulfill- 
ing what had been predicted concerning 
the Servant of Jehovah, Israel’s promised 
Messiah-King (Isa. 35:4-6). Physical 
healing and forgiveness of sins were in 
the Old Testament intimately connected 
(Psa. 103:3; 67:2; Isa. 58:8). It was 


this fashion. 
10Or, at home. 
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equally true in connection with our 
Lord’s earthly ministry, as our present 
lesson makes clear. And there is a 
sense in which it is still true even though 
our blessings now are spiritual (Eph. 
1:3) rather than temporal. But John 
prays for Gaius that physical health and 
prosperity of soul may go hand in hand 
(3 John 2). Where it is otherwise, we 
may be assured it is because. God our 
Father is working out some hidden pur- 
pose of blessing. But we are always free 
to pray one for another that we may be 
healed (Jas. 5:16). When Jesus was on 
earth proclaiming the Gospel of the 
Kingdom, it was specially fitting that the 
blessings of the coming age should be 
manifested and thus the people be given 
a sample of what Israel and the whole 
world will enjoy in its fullness when 
God’s King reigns on Mount Zion and 
blessing goes forth to all the earth. 


The Historical Setting 


The Lord’s early Galilean ministry was 
still in progress, the events of the pres- 
ent lesson following closely upon those 
of the last one. Capernaum was the 
center from which Jesus worked out 
to other parts of Galilee, in the early 
summer or late spring of A. D. 28. 


Verse by Verse 


Mark 2:1.—“It was noised that he was 
in the house.” The presence of Jesus 


2Many ancient authorities read, bring him 
unto him. *Or, pallet. *Gr., Child. 


The American Standard Version, and the International Uniform 
Sunday School Lesson Outlines, are copyrighted by the Inter- 
national Council of Religious Education and used by permission. 


in any particular place soon became 
known, as on this occasion, when the 
word went out that the great Healer 
was again in the city which He had 
chosen for His home. 


Verse 2.—*He preached the word unto 
them.” To the throngs who filled the 
house and crowded about the door. He 
proclaimed the message He had come 
from Heaven to deliver, the word of the 
Kingdom. This was His chief mission 
during His three and a half years of 
ministry. Healing sick bodies was a 
secondary thing, though to the people it 
doubtless seemed to be the most im- 
portant. But sickness of the soul is far 
more serious than physical ill health, 
and to bring to men the message of 
life is far more important than delivering 
them from bodily ailments. 


Verse 3.—“One sick of the palsy, which 
was borne of four.” This poor, helpless 
paralytic could not make his own way 
unaided to where Jesus was, but he had 
four friends who were apparently firmly 
convinced that the Lord would give 
strength to the palsied limbs of the sick 
man. ? 


Verse 4—“They uncovered the roof 
where He was: and... they let down 
the bed wherein the sick of the palsy 
lay.” Finding all ordinary access to 
Jesus blocked by the crowd surging 
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about the door, these energetic friends, 
determined nof to fail in their endeavor 
to bring their afflicted friend directly to 
the wonder-working, compassionate Sav- 
iour, carried him up onto the flat roof 
(generally reached by an outside stair- 
way) and there, lifting off the tiles and 
thatching, they made a space so large 
that they could let the sick one down, 
by passing cords under the pallet upon 
which the paralytic lay, to where Jesus 
was teaching. One can imagine the stir 
and excitement of the people as the re- 
cumbent man was carefully lowered to 
the very feet of Jesus. To Him it was 
no rude or unwarranted intrusion or in- 
terruption, but mute evidence of the faith 
of the five, who counted upon Him to 
exercise His power on their behalf. 


Verse 5.—“When Jesus saw their faith.” 
Faith is evidenced by works. The per- 
sistence and energy of these men demon- 
strated the reality of their faith in His 
readiness to meet the need. This He 
recognized, and seeing that the para- 
lytic needed something far greater than 
healing of the body, namely, the forgive- 
ness of his sins, “he said unto the sick 
of the palsy, Son, thy sins be forgiven 
thee.” It was a dramatic moment, and 
His words must have amazed the lis- 
teners, for never had they known man 
to speak like this before. 


Verse 0.—“Certain of the scribes ... 
reasoning in their hearts.” These were 
legalists who knew nothing of grace and 
who denied the claims of Jesus to be the 
Son of the Father. They did not go to 
the Scriptures for light, but they debated 
within themselves what it could all 
mean. Filled with prejudice and deter- 
mined not to believe in Jesus, they at 
once took issue with Him. 


Verse 7.—“Who can forgive sins but 
God only?” To them it was the rankest 
kind of blasphemy for anyone to pretend 
to have authority to forgive sins. This 
prerogative belonged to God alone. They 
did not know that God manifest in flesh 
stood in their midst! 


Verse 8.—“Jesus perceived in his spirit 
that they so reasoned within themselves.” 
They did not speak aloud, thus audibly 
expressing their indignation and objec- 
tion to His words, but Jesus knew their 
thoughts (Psa. 94:11), and He answered 
them accordingly. “Why reason ye... 
in your hearts?” To be able thus to 
read the inmost secrets of their thought- 
life was another evidence of Deity, for 
it is God only who knoweth our thoughts 
afar off (Psa. 139:2). 


Verse 9.—“Whether is it easier?” So 
far as they were concerned, they could 
no more heal the sick than forgive the 
sinner. Jesus could do both. He chose 
to do the more important first. 


Verse 10.—“That ye may know that 
the Son of man hath power on earth 
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Lesson Calendar 


The complete list: of International Uniform 

Lessons for the year may be had from The 

Sunday School Times Company, 325 North 

Thirteenth Street. Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
a copy, or $1 a dozen. 


Last Week’s Lesson 


6. February 8.—A Busy Sabbath in Ca- 
pernaum .....Mark 1:21-34; Luke 4;31-41 





a 


. February 15.—The Healing Ministry of 

Pe Mark 1:35 to 3:12; 
Luke 4:42-44; 5:12-39 

8 February 22.—Jesus Appoints and 

Teaches the Twelve ..Mark 3:13-19; 
Matthew 5 to 7; Luke 6:12-49 


9. March 1.—The Parables by the Sea. 
Matthew 13; Mark 4:1-34; Luke 8:1-18 


10. March 8.—Discovering Why People 

Drink Beverage Alcohol. Genesis 43: 

34; Psalm 104:14, 15; Proverbs 31: 

4-7; Ecclesiastes 2:1-3, 10, 11; Isaiah 
56:12; 1 Corinthians 10:6, 7 


15.—The Mighty Works of 
Matthew 8:23-34; 
Mark 4:35-41; Luke 8:26-56 


12. March 22.—Jesus the Messiah Fore-° 

tells His Death Matthew 16:13-28; 
Mark 8:27-37; Luke 9:18-25 

13. March 29.—The Transfigured Christ 

Meets Human Need ... Matthew 17: 
1-20; Mark 9:2-29; Luke 9:28-43a 


11. March 
Jesus 








to forgive sins.” He would perform a 
miracle to make manifest His authority 
to deliver from both sin and its effects. 


Verse 11—‘Arise, and take up thy 
bed.” He therefore turned to the still 
helpless paralytic and commanded him 
to rise up and carry his bed, a pallet 
easily rolled together, and return healed 
to his home. There was power in His 
word. As He spoke, strength came to 
those limbs and the man arose, to the 
astonishment of all who were looking on. 


Verse 12.—‘They .. .. glorified God.” 
This was: what Jesus desired. H> de- 
lighted to have men give honor to the 
Father, who was working in and through 
His Son. 


The Heart of the Lesson 


Men are ever prone to consider physi- 
cal ills as of greater moment than the 
sinfulness of their hearts, and sc are 
far more concerned about obtaining and 
preserving bodily health than they are 
about being right with God. But our 
Lord placed the emphasis upon the state 
of the soul. He would have men realize 
the corruption of their hearts (Matt. 15: 
19) and their need of deliverance from 
the guilt-and power of sin (John 8:34) 
that thus they might enter into a life of 
communion with God and be assured of 
His eternal favor (John 14:23). To Him 
physical ill was but the testimony to the 
fact of sin being in the world, and He 
was not content to deal only with the 
effect, but He ever sought to reach the 
cause, 
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A Lesson Outline 
THE TRIUMPHANT CHRIST 
As seen in Mark 1:35 to 3:12 


The leper healed—deliverance from cor- 
ruption (1: 40-45) 


The paralytic healed—deliverance from 
sin and helplessness (2: 1-12) 


The withered hand healed—deliverance 
from uselessness (3: 1-5) 


Christ saves from sin’s corruption and 
helplessness, and fits for service 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 

Every form of disease healed by our 
Lord Jesus seems to picture some aspect 
of sin, which is like a fever burning in 
the soul, a leprosy polluting the whole 
being, a palsy making one utterly un- 
able to take a step toward God, and 
like a withered hand incapable of true 
service. Whatever form sin may take, 
Jesus can give complete deliverance 
from it. 


All healing is divine, whether it be 
by miraculous power, by means of prop- 
erly controlled physical habits, diet and 
exercise, or by direct medical treatment. 
It is God alone who can give renewed 
health and strength. He whose power 
brought us into being, giving us these 
marvelous bodies, with all their won- 
derful functions, is the only One who 
can keep us well or recover us from 
illness, 


Applications and Summaries 

Leprosy was a constitutional disease. 
It worked from within out. Because of 
its filthiness it is used by God as a 
picture of the uncleanness of sin. 

The palsied man was literally “without 
strength” (Rom. 5:6). In this he pic- 
tures all men in their sins. The word 
of Christ spoke strength into his para- 
lyzed limbs just as that same word gives 
new life to him who receives it in faith. 

The four friends of the helpless man 
showed their faith by their works. As- 
sured that their sick friend needed Jesus, 
they were determined that nothing 
should prevent his coming into the Sav- 
iour’s presence. Are we as much con- 
cerned about bringing our unconverted 
friends to Jesus as they were? 

It was a joy to Christ when He saw 
the faith of these men, for faith always 
glorifies God. He recognizes its pres- 
ence in every honest seeking soul and 
is ever quick to respond to the desire of 
the believing heart. 

CHICAGO. 
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Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times and Christian Youth, 
in all departments; for the writers of 
lesson articles, and other contributors; 
and for God’s blessing upon the contents 
of the two papers. 














‘Lesson for February 15 


Questions for Teacher and Class 


The method of providing these questions is 
an unusual one, and accounts for their vari- 
ety, stimulus, and searching character. They 
are written by three members of The Sun- 
day School Times staff, — Dr. Ironside, Mrs. 
Low, and Mrs. Borchardt. Have you tried 
assigning some of the questions to differ- 
ent members of your class, letting them 
see whether they can discover the answers 
as given on a later page of this issue? 


HERE did the great crowd come from 
that filled the house and the yard? 

2. What special lesson may we gather 
from the energy of the paralytic’s four 
friends? 

3. Why did the Lord Jesus tell the man 
his sins were forgiven before healing his 
body? 

4. What angered the scribes? 


5. How did the Lord Jesus demonstrate 
His ability to forgive sins? 

6. How did Christ Jesus show that no 
physical malady can be so serious as spir- 
itual sickness or unforgiven sin? 


7. What is the spiritual value in pain? 


8. How does the prayer of friends help 
the sick? How does his own prayer help 
a sick one? 

9. Can every illness be cured by prayer? 


10. For what unselfish reason should a per- 
son pray for restoration to health? 





Answers to the Questions 


The answers to the iesson questions are 
given on page 94 of this issue. 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


Christ in a Home.—It was noised that 
he was in the house (Mark 2:1). The 
reader will please notice the word 
“noised.” It was not “whispered.” When 
Jesus gets into any house, whether the 
house is made of building materials or 
whether the house is human flesh and 
blood, everybody in town soon gets to 
know it. 


I heard a representative of the largest 
pickle concern in this country say in 
giving his testimony before a group of 
men in an Upper Room Meeting that 
after Christ got into his life everybody, 
it seemed, soon got to know it, even his 
old dog. He said-that the Christlikeness 
within him seemed to modulate his voice 
and put a touch of kindness and tender- 
ness in it, which the keen sense of his 
dog’ seemed to appreciate. He expressed 
this appreciation by coming and putting 
his muzzle up into his lap and speeding 
up the wagging of his tail. 

When Christ gets into a house all 
kinds of good things begin to show forth 
in the members of the household, and 
all the neighbors begin to notice the 
improvement. Little by little the wild- 
ness of the younger children begins to 
slow down. 


The other day I was listening on the 
radio to the “Voice of Experience.” A 
woman had written to him that they 
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had a son who was incorrigible. One 
of his manifestations was his treatment 
of his younger brother. Someone had 
recommended taking the boy to a psy- 
choanalyst. I have forgotten what the 
Voice of Experience suggested, but I 
suggested to the radio that the woman 
take her boy to the Lord Jesus Christ. 
That is to say, from the woman’s ac- 
count and the things she said, hers was 
a home in which there was no religious 
influence whatever. 


Years ago when I went to Rock Run 
to save the mission Sunday school from 
closing up, because teachers were afraid 
to go there on Sundays, there was little 
sign of anything religious. However, we 
took the Bible and the Lord Jesus into 
the community, and it was not long be- 
fore it was “noised” about all over 
Coatesville that the Lord Jesus Christ 
was in Rock Run. We had in almost 
every home in Rock Run daily Bible 
reading as a form of family worship. 
We have had this daily Bible reading 
for forty-eight years. 


The Early Foursome.—One sick ... 
borne of four (v. 3). Some years ago, 
in the days when golf was not the popu- 
lar and universal game it is now, my 
doctor sent me over to the golf links at 
West Chester. The late Judge William 
Butler, who was an intimate friend, 
bought me my clubs and proceeded to 
instruct me in the mysteries of the game. 


As we were proceeding over the course 
the Judge said at one of the greens, 
“We will rest here and let that foursome 
go through.” I did not know what a 
“foursome” was, and I loaked around 
expecting to see some kind of lawn 
mower. But the “foursome” was just 
four lawyers. 


Golf has put this word in the language, 
but from our text we will see that a 
“foursome” is something that was known 
1,900 years ago, although they did not 
give it that name. 

There are many lessons that have been 
drawn from this incident of the four 
men bringing the fifth to the feet of the 
Lord Jesus, and most of the lessons are 
obvious on the surface. 


Some years ago I was a speaker at 
a banquet of the Gideons, the organiza- 
tion of Christian traveling men. Dur- 
ing the course of the evening the Gideons 
put on a sort of play. One of the group 
took the part of an unsaved man. Four 
other Gideons undertook to lead him 
to the Lord Jesus. The unsaved man 
put up all the arguments usually used. 
The other four answered these argu- 
ments. As the dialogue went on the 
unsaved man was gradually brought into 
the place where he wanted to know 
what he should do to be saved. This 
“foursome” showed him how. 


There was no tearing open the roof 
to lower the man down to the feet of 
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our Lord, but the argument was put 
over with such spirit by the Gideons 
that it was just about as strenuous. 


When an unsaved man is approached 
by those who know him, whether friends 
or acquaintances, who want him to be- 
come a Christian, he should feel highly 
complimented and honored. It is very 
rare, indeed, that an unsaved man is 
offended by a gentlemanly approach. 


It only occurred once in my own life, 
and shortly afterward the man I ap- 
proached was found dead in his hotel 
bedroom by the side of his chair, with 
the open Bible before him. 


The Convincing Miracle——The Son of 
man hath power on earth to forgive 
sins, ...I say unto thee, Arise (vs. 10, 
11). This incident demonstrates in a 
most striking manner the fact that 
Heaven is more interested in the con- 
tents of the human package than in the 
container, and I think the same interest 
prevails on earth. 


All of us have purchased things in 
which the container was very superior ~ 
to the contents. Did you ever buy a 
can of peaches, with its beautiful label, 
but sent the contents to the garbage 
pail? All of us have known human 
packages of the same sort. 


The other day Mrs. Ridgway held up 
before me a very attractive cylinder 
about 3% to 4 inches in diameter and 
about 20 inches long. She said, “You 
can’t guess what this is.” 


I exclaimed, “A thermos bottle.” 


“No,” she replied, and, tipping the 
cylinder, out rolled a cake of soap. She 
said the cylinder held twelve such cakes. 

“What are you going to do with it?” 
I asked. 


“IT am putting it away for a Christmas 
present.” 


The container and its contents cost 
$1.00. 


One day I was examining an Oriental 
robe. The salesman called my attention 
to the fact that the outside of the robe 
was very plain and severe. Then he 
opened the robe, and on the inside was 
beautiful embroidery. It was the inside 
of the robe that made it beautiful and 
valuable. 


You will notice, as was said at the 
beginning, our Lord was interested in 
the interior of the human package, which 
is the soul, and so he said to this soul, 
“Thy sins be forgiven thee.” Then when 
his enemies objected and criticized, to 
show that he had the power to take care 
of the container, he said to the old shelf- 
worn and injured container, “Be beau- 
tiful again.” 

The same Lord Jesus is doing this very 
thing, through His Holy Spirit, to this 
very day. 

COATESVILLE, Pa. 
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The Illustration Round Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations 
for this department; one dollar is paid for 
each illustration accepted, and two dol- 

lars for the t one each week. But readers 
are urged not to send anything without first 
securing and reading carefully a leaflet ex- 
plaining the conditions of this department. The 
full list of lessons for the year, with this leaf- 
let, will be sent for ten cents in stamps. Failure 
to note the conditions means that good illus- 
trations are constantly having to be rejected by 
oe editors, which might otherwise be avail- 
able. 


Illustrations must reach The Sunday School 
Times three full months in advance of the date 
of the lesson. 


Preference will be given to illustrations on 
that portion of the lesson text indicated in 
the lesson list after the word “Print.” 


, In view of the large number of illustrations 
submitted on each lesson, readers are asked to 
limit to six the total for any one lesson. 

Which Doctor?—Jesus . . . was moved 
with compassion toward them, and he 
healed their sick (Golden Text). There 
is a story of a man who was a Doctor 
of Divinity, who lived with his son, who 
was a Doctor of Medicine. One day the 
telephone bell rang, and the D.D. an- 
swered it. “Is that Dr. speaking?” 
“Yes.” “Are you the one who preaches or 
the one who practices?” The Lord Jesus 
was both.—Selected. Sent by Mrs. M. 
Watts, Fetcham, Surrey, Eng. 


William Booth’s Hunger.—Jesus ... 
was moved with compassion toward 
them, and he healed their sick (Golden 
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Text). Years ago, a plain Methodist 
preacher fell in love with the world’s 
unlovely. In his own picturesque phrase, 
he came to where he actually hungered 
for hell. He pushed out into the midst 
of it in the East End of London. For 
days he stood in those seething streets, 
muddy with men and women. He drank 
it all in, and loved it because of the 
souls he saw. One night he went home 
and said to his wife, “Darling, I have 
given myself, I have given you and the 
children, to the service of those sick 
souls.” And she smiled and took his 
hand, and together they knelt and 
prayed. That was the beginning of the 
Salvation Army, of the great work of 
William Booth.—Source unknown. Sent 
by J. A. Clark, Southport, Eng. 


What Shall It Profit ...If They Gain a 
Lawn?—They uncovered the roof where 
he was (Mark 2:4). Christ was never 
displeased at any “unusual methods” that 
were taken to bring men to Him. The 
Rev. Charles Stelzle tells the following: 
“In the city there is a church directly 
across from a large public park. Ona 
fine Sunday night during the summer 
there are at least ten thousand people 
in the park, and about fifty people in- 
side the church. I said to the pastor, 
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; ilt thou know, O wain man, that 
“ faith without works is dead 2” Jas. 2:20 
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‘Doctor, why don’t you get out on your 
church steps with your young people, 
and have an outdoor service? You’ve 
got a voice strong enough to be heard 
two blocks away. You can attract the 
people by the use of the cornet, and 
then preach to them. You can invite 
them to an after meeting inside the 
church,’ The minister was willing, and 
brought it before the session which was 
made up of twelve good men. After the 
question was discussed it was decided in 
the negative, because as one of them put 
it: ‘We have a lawn in front of our 
church, and some of the people might 
come over out of the park onto our 
grass’”!—From The Sunday School 
Times. Sent by M. H. James, Toronto. 
Prize illustration. 


Mistaken Kindness.—Son, thy sins be 
forgiven thee (v. 5b). Many kindhearted 
people, with a pitying concern for the 
underprivileged, have been misled by 
movements that undertake to save peo- 
ple with soap, soup, salve, social security, 
and scholarship. No Christian can be 
indifferent to the poverty, hardship, or 
sickness of anyone, but God’s plan is 
that the ministering to the physical 
needs of the unsaved shall be an in- 
centive to repentance. “The goodness 
of God leadeth ... to repentance.” Any 
ministration that convinces the sinner 
that sin is not so bad after all, any 
preaching that urges sinners to “cheer 
up” rather than repent is not God’s Gos- 
pel.—From article by B. H. Shadduck, 
in The Sunday School Times. Sent by 
Mrs. S. Otis Roe, Lynn, Mass. 


Only the King Can Pardon.—Who can 
forgive sins but one, even God? (v. 7, 
R. V.) Only the rightful king or ruler 
can issue a pardon. In Sir Walter Scott’s 
“Ivanhoe,” the story is told of Richard 
the Lionhearted coming, in disguise, 
upon a sheriff and his men who were 
about to execute a prisoner. Reining in 
his horse and raising his hand, Richard 
exclaimed, “Hold! I spare that man’s 
life.” But his very act of mercy re- 
vealed his identity, for instantly the 
men recognized that this one, with 
authority to pardon, must be none other 
than Richard himself. Who is He that 
forgiveth sins? It is the coequal with 
the Father.—Sent by J. A. Clark, South- 
port, Eng. 


A Tailor’s Spare-Time Service.—Arise, 
and take up thy bed, and go thy way 
into thine house (v.11). Liu Rang-shen 
was a Chinese tailor, given to gambling 
and broken in health. About the year 
1925 he dropped in to evening worship 
at. the home of a converted medium 
named Kuoh. “I have not long to live,” 
he said to Kuoh. “Can your Jesus heal 
me?” “Yes, if you wholly trust him,” 
answered Kuoh, and handed him the 
copy of the Gospel of Matthew which 
had led to his own conversion. Three 
evenings later Liu returned, healed and 
saved; and later, in his spare time, sold 
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a hundred or more Gospels a month from with them, and with their loved ones? unique manner let down before Him. 
a table on the street in front of the That is what sympathy means. Unless It was a surprise movement — not upon 
church he attended. April, 1936, saw we can express our sorrow in some very Jesus, but upon that eager and curioug 
tailor Liu starting out as a colporteur. real way, the grief itself is not quite crowd that barred their entrance through 
In nine months he sold 6,540 Gospels, so full of sympathy as it might be. Com- the doorway. This is a day when the 
and traveled 2,650 miles. He continued passion or sympathy lies at the root of element of surprise is majoring in war. 
two years, then entered into the joy every kind of healing ministry that we It emphasizes the fact that man has the 
of his Lord.—From Religious Survey in’ can give to others. Let us pray. gift of a strategic mind, the spirit of 
The Sunday School Times. Sent by Mrs. we initiative, alertness, quickness, the will 
S. Otis Roe, Lynn, Mass. to throw his every resource into some 
Who Works the Cure?—They were all vital act that involves the possibility of 
amazed, and glorified God (v. 12). A winning or losing all. 


Say, Fellows,— 














great professor said at the dedication of Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class These four men of our lesson today 
a new operating amphitheater: “Every had faith in Jesus’ power and willing- 
patient entering here should bring us ness to heal their friend. To their faith 
the faith and hope that the God of grace — oe Sueee & Cees Che Was they added their ingenuity — their wit 
and compassion can and will heal him of Beginning: Surprise attack ! —as well as their time and physical ef- 
his sufferings. Every operator who inte tae tet ae ae _ fort. They also took the hazard of do- 
takes knife in hand should feel a full fellows recall as they sit there in the ing something that might be vigorously 
sense of responsibility; and if he has class: smartness in every phase of life criticized —the more so if the enter- 
the joy of receiving thanks of a recov- and endeavor — either good or bad? prise should fail. 

ered patient, he can use the words of Objective: Our best for the service of ® P 

the famous Huguenot physician ad- Gun) CS OHS Gee Coy map. Py i ae ye te : owed aye 
dressed to a king: ‘I have treated thee: crowded outside the doorway and win- 
God has cured thee.’”—From the King’s AY, fellows, four undaunted men did  gows of the house in Capernaum? What 
Business. Sent by Mrs. B. Dowen, East- one of the most original, unusual, chance to get through? There was no 
bourne, Sussex, Eng. and startling things imaginable to get 


’ . policeman to make a path for them, even 
a paralyzed friend into the presence of 


we - ‘ if he had been minded to do so. Prob- 

. Jesus that He might perform a miracle ably many in the crowd were awaiting 

of healing. Jesus did not disappoint their turn for healing, and what right 

From the Platform them either; for, as those four friends ould these four well men claim to break 
By Philip E. Howard on their knees peered down through the through, no matter how bad off their 


hole they had made in the f, ; i . i 

A Prayer_Before the Lesson.—Our Father, Him d ye thi : ow — yond sick friend was; besides, they were late 
we thank Thee, that the limits which usually ’ ° Very amg Wale ey be- comers anyhow; let them wait and take 
govern the extent of our efforts are of little lieved He was able and willing to do for their turn. The four held a consultation: 
consequence to Thee. Thy love finds its way the palsied man they had in such a_ then the original idea! Get their man 
through human barriers, and Thy power is 
most manifest when man’s power is least. 
Not what we can do, but what Thou wilt 
do, is a great fact of Thy providence, and 























under Thy hand we may receive benefits Th G | d T e S 

never dreamed of in our moments of uncer- e oiaen ext in ong 

tainty. We pray today for a truer and broader ai 

confidence in Thy power, and may we not MatrHEew 14 : 14 ROBERT HARKNESS 

limit Thee by our limitations, but only by A SOLO : 

the limitless reach of the power and grace 72. r + + — + — . —J 

that are everlastingly with Thee. In Thy dear PAP —— jy @ a aes ™ = _ eS Se | 

name we pray. Amen. _ > _# I o * a [ + x | 
After the Lesson.—Do you know what Je - sus...was moved with com - pas - sion towardthem, and he 


compassion means? Yes, you have com- | | fy 3 J 
passion when you are sorry for some os 3 +-a-* saunmeneeiuaaiewa<a1eees 
one. But that word goes a little farther —4—a-> Z 3 

than just being sorry. . It means when -" 

you have compassion that you are suf- 
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fering with the petson who is in diffi- a - a a. — , en 

culty. You may not have anything like >, Ug ;_——— - C t Ss 
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He sorrovs M8 ()THERS’ NEEDS 
HE BEARS OUR SORROWS 











healed their sick; and he 


the same difficulty itself, but you can 
appreciate what it means, or at least you 
can enter into the suffering of the one 
who has it to bear. Compassion, then, 
is suffering with, and our Lord felt the 
condition of those about Him, — felt 
their sorrows, their pain, and their deep 
distresses. Yes, He sorrowed with the 


multitude. Do you care about what I-7-42 Copyright, 1942, by Robert Harkness. International Copyright secured. 
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happens to other people? Are you just Better hymn playing is assured through the study of the Evangelistic Hymn Playing Course, 

sorry for men who are injured in this compenea. stoned, mg I directed by Robert Harkness. Send for free details. Mr. Harkness 
3 also offer ‘| i i 

terrible war? Or do you really sorrow s a Beginner's Hymn wae ong end = Fn Address Robert Harkness, 
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to the roof and tear up the tiles and let 
him down’ through a hole. People 
wouldn’t mind letting them have a path 
to the outside stairway which led to 
the roof. This audacious and surprising 
thing they did. And Jesus honored their 
faith by giving the palsied man complete 
restoration of all his faculties, but far 
better still, He forgave that man his 
sins and enabled him to go back to his 
home both cured and cleansed of all 
guilt. 

This record has not been preserved 
for us, fellows, for its miraculous inter- 
est alone, though it is startling in its 
unique details; but to encourage us to 
have faith in the saving power of our 
Lord Jesus Christ and to back up that 
faith with all our wits. If we do not use 
our ingenuity for high and noble effort 
in the service of our Lord, you may de- 
pend the Devil will get them into his 
service. “The chief end of man is to 
glorify God and to enjoy Him forever,” 
and He has endowed us with the gifts of 
initiative, of originality, and alertness, 
with intense human concerns and the 
capacity for skillful service that we may 
be used of Him to lift humanity to a 
higher level. 

Avon Park, FLA. 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 


AST winter a young man went hunt- 

ing in the mountains near Modesto, 
California. He failed to come home 
that night, and his people were terribly 
alarmed, because a sudden storm had 
come up and snow had been falling all 
night. In the morning four of his friends 
started out to search for him, going as 
far as they could in a car and from 
there on snowshoes. After tramping for 
many hours without finding any trace 
of him, they thought of a cabin where 
they had all stayed once while on a 
fishing trip, and made their way to it. 
There they found their friend in a ter- 
rible condition. He had had an accident 
and cut his leg badly, and had managed 
to drag himself to this cabin where he 
had bandaged it as best he could, but 
he was weak from loss of blood, and 
the wound was still bleeding. 

After giving him the best first aid they 
could, they constructed a rude stretcher 
and started the long tramp through the 
snow with their wounded friend. Hour 
after hour they tramped wearily along, 
knowing his only hope was to get him to 
a doctor. At last they came in sight of 
their car and were thrilled to see also 
several other cars and an ambulance, and 
they knew their friend would reach the 
hospital and the doctors’ care safely. 

Doesn’t this make you think of the 
lesson story today, of the four men who 
brought their friend to Jesus carrying 
him on his bed? When they arrived, 
there was such a crowd they couldn’t 
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get into the house. What should they 
do? Their friend had palsy, which no 
doctor could cure, but Jesus cured all 
kinds of diseases and they must get him 
to Jesus. So they took him up the stairs 
to the roof, and took off a piece of the 
roof large enough to let the bed down 
through the opening. And when Jesus 
saw what great faith they had He not 
only healed him of the palsy, but first 
He told him his sins were forgiven. 


I wonder if we are half as interested 
in bringing our friends to the Lord Jesus 
Christ to have them saved as these four 
men were in having their friend’s body 
healed. Every one of us has unsaved 
friends; you may have unsaved children 
in your classes, and these children have 
unsaved friends. Why not bring them 
to the Lord Jesus Christ for salvation? 

For use on your Scripturegraph make 
a picture of the street of Capernaum or 
a house with a stairway up the side. Use 
pictures of the four men who brought 
their friend to the Lord Jesus Christ. 

MopestTo, CALIF. 

w 


My Class of Girls 
By Beatrice E. Borchardt 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


Goal.—To enable the girls to find help 
from the Lord in their own illnesses, and 
to understand how to direct sick friends 
toward God. 


Class Organization.—If there is much 
illness in your community, you might 
choose a Sunshine Committee to visit sick 
and shut-ins in homes or hospitals. Some- 
times, though, it is more satisfactory to 
appoint two or three different girls each 
month to do this visiting, or to send cards, 
flowers, or dainty foods. For a sick class 
member let the girls prepare a bundle of 
surprise packages, only one to be opened 
,each day. Be sure to include inspiring 
poetry, appropriate thoughts, and Scrip- 
ture of comfort. 











“THe PRAYER OF FAITH SHALL SAVE 
THE SICK” 
HE sick need salvation, — salvation 
from sin, from discouragement, or 
from a sense of inadequacy. 

Lesson Problems: 

1. Does God heal the sick today? 

2. What can we do for sick friends? 

3. How can we find relief in our own 
distresses? 

4. What must we know about the 
healing power of our God? 

Does God heal the sick today? Have 
you ever prayed for a sick friend who 
was healed? Just a few weeks ago it 
was necessary to operate upon the young 
son of a widowed neighbor for rup- 
tured appendix. When the doctor gave 
slight hope to the mother, she asked 
friends to help her in prayer, and now the 
Lord is restoring this boy to health and 
usefulness. Recall instances of healing 
of which you have heard. 
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Our lesson tells of four friends, with 
the spirit of love, and a prayer of faith, 
who carried a helpless, palsied invalid 
to the Saviour. They “uncovered the 
roof,” removing the last material ob- 
struction that would keep the man from 
seeing the Lord; and they put the man 
in a position where he could see Christ 
face to face. Similar conditions can 
bring similar results today. Every sick 
person should have a chance to meet 
Jesus Christ. : 

List on the blackboard a number of 
things the girls can do to help the sick, 
and to make them aware of the Lord. 


“Heat My Sout” 

Sometimes you are the sick one. How 
can the Lord help you? How did the 
Lord help the palsied man? The Saviour 
loved this man, and desired the man to 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of “ The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories” 








THE HEALING MIN-~ 
‘STRY OF JESUS 





Vs. 10-12 
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glorify Him. He called the man, “Son 
{child of God, heir of the K.ng of kings}, 
thy sins be forgiven thee.” No need for 
fear and worry. The sin account was 
settled. The inner man was made new. 

Victory was not yet complete, for the 
outer man still was weak. “Arise,” the 
Lord Jesus said. Three other times 
Christ told someone who was “down” 
to “get up” (Luke 5:24; 7:14; John 5:8). 
“Take up thy bed,” the place of help- 
lessness and inactivity, “and go thy way,” 
the way the Lord had chosen (Gen. 24: 
40; Exod. 33:13; Psa. 27:11; Prov. 3:6). 


HUMAN WEAKNESS — DIVINE STRENGTH 

Make a blackboard contrast of human 
limitations and God’s power to heal. Also 
compile a list of “health verses” for your- 
self, your girls, and’ sick friends. Add 
to it. from ‘time to time. 

Our Weakness: 


“Heal my soul; for I have sinned 


against thee” (Psa. 41:4). “When we 
were yet without strength, . . . Christ 
died for” us (Rom. 5:6). “With his 


stripes we are healed” (Isa. 53:5). “Be 
strengthened with might by his Spirit 
in the inner man,” prayed Paul (Eph. 
3:16). The eternal condition of the inner 
man is vastly more important than the 
temporary condition of the outer man. 
“Strengthened with all might, according 
to his glorious power,” wonder-working 
power (Col. 1:11; Isa. 40:28, 29). 

Heaven’s Strength: 

“The strength of Israel” (1 Sam. 15: 
29). “The Lord is my strength” (Psa. 
18:2; 28:7; 118:14; Isa. 12:2). “The Lord 
is the strength of my life” (Psa. 27:1). 
“My flesh and my heart faileth: but 
God is the strength of my heart” (Psa. 
73:26). Our “Redeemer .is strong” (Jer. 
50:34). “God... is the health of my 
countenance, and my God” (Psa. 42:11; 
43:5). 

Has.the Lord ever strengthened your 
nerve-racked heart, and restored your 
health and usefulness? We believe He is 
able to do this, because we believe God’s 
Word; but when He miraculously spares 
our lives when hope seems almost gone 
(as He has done for me), our whole be- 
ing is thrilled, and like those who saw 
the palsied man get up and walk, we, 
too, can glorify Him, saying, “We never 
saw it on this fashion”! “Bless the 
Lord, O my soul: and ALL THAT IS 
WITHIN ME, bless his holy name” (Psa. 
103: 1). 

ALPAuGH, CALIF. 
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For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


AN you repeat last week’s Memory 

Verse? What does it mean? Did 
you try to be like Him in helping this 
week? Then print M where the nail 
would be on the first finger of the hand 
you made last Sunday. If you write in 
small letters I think you can put the 
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verse on the first finger, too. On the 
back, list some of the helpful things 
done during the week. 

How did the Lord Jesus show his 
helpfulness one Sabbath? Review the 
lesson story and attach to the map near 
Capernaum a small picture showing 
Christ as healer. 

Another time the Lord came to Ca- 
pernaum. The news spread, and people 
hurried to the house. But there were 
four men who could not hurry fast be- 
cause they were carrying a sick man 
on his mattress. The man was badly 
off and could not move much. Why do 
you think the four strong men were 
bringing the fifth? 

When they got to the house they could 
not get in, it was so filled with people 
clear to the door. Did they give up? 
No, indeed. They used their brains. 
Up the outside stairs they went. (Show 
a model or a picture of an Oriental 
house.) The roofing was not hard to 
pull up. Soon they had a hole large 
enough to let the sick man right down 
through into the room below. People 
must have been surprised. I imagine 
they pushed back to make room for him 
on the floor. The Lord was pleased at 
the persistent faith of the men who 
wanted to help their friend or relative. 
But instead of healing the man as you 
would expect, He said to him, “Son, thy 
sins be forgiven thee.” The Jewish 
teachers, who did not realize that Jesus 
was God, were surprised and thought, 
“Why, what right has this man to say 
that! Who can forgive sins but God 
alone?” The Lord, however, knew their 
thoughts and spoke to them. “Whether 
is it easier to say ... Thy sins be for- 
given” or “Arise, ... and walk”? To 
prove that the Son of man has the right 
on earth to forgive sins, turning to the 
sick man, He went on, “I say, get up, 
pick up your bed, and go home.” Up 
the sick man got, and went off. “We 
never saw anything like it!” exclaimed 
the surprised people, and praised God. 

Use “Little Jetts” to make the scene 
vivid. I first tried my hand at them on 
this lesson some years ago. I was not 
a ready enough artist to draw them in 
the presence of the class, but prepared 
my sketches beforehand. Other times 
I have merely cut the originals from the 
paper to use in class. 

Tell me some of the good things about 
the four men who brought their friend. 
One of the things I like especially about 
them is that they did not give up when 
they could not do as they had planned. 
They did not go off, leaving the sick 
man outside where the Lord might find 
him and help him. They did not give 
up and take him back home. But they 
kept on trying until they got him to 
the Lord. Are you as persistent in 
trying to get other boys and girls to 
Sunday school? Did you start helping 
someone last week; then find it tire- 
some, or forget about it, and stop? The 
same wise man who advised, “Remember 
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now thy Creator in the days of thy 
youth” (Eccles: 12:1), also warned us 
about being lazy in helping others, 
“Whatsoever thy hand findeth to do, do 
it with thy might” (Eccles. 9:10; Mem- 
ory Verse). ‘ 

A bootblack shined a gentleman’s boots 
very nicely, and the gentleman said, 
“Do you think that will please me?” 
“I don’t know,” replied the boy, “but I 
think it will please my Father in 
Heaven.” “Poor fellow,” said the man, 
“then your father is dead, is he?” “Oh, 
no,” said the boy, “I don’t mean that. 
My Father in Heaven is God.” “Then,” 
replied the gentleman, “you think that 
blacking my boots so nicely will please 
God, your Heavenly Father, do you?” 
“Yes,” replied the boy, “I think He is 
pleased to have us do everything the best 
we can.” (From “Exchange,” Apples of 
Gold.) 


FRANKFORT, MAINE. 





The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 


By John W. Lane, Jr. 











February 22. A Christian Loves His Country. 
Matt. 22:15-22. 
Sunday, February 15 


II. How Does the Holy Spirit Work 
Today? (John 16:7-11) 





Mon.—Prayer for renewal (Psa. 51:10-12). 
Tues.—The promised Spirit (Joel 2:28, 29). 
Wed.—The Spirit in action (Acts 2:1-4). 
Thurs.—A new revelation (John 16:13-15). 
Fri.—For the asking (Luke 11:13). 


Sat.—“‘Be filled with the Spirit’ 
5:18-20). 


(Eph. 











F YOU were to step into an electric 
locomotive and move a lever, or if, 

in the quiet of your own home you were 
to press the button of an electric switch, 
the result would not be dependent upon 
your knowledge of how electricity works. 
The locomotive would move forward or 
the lights would flash on, whether or nct 
you understood just what electricity is. 
or how it works. Equally so, in the 
Christian life we may see the result and 
enjoy the benefits of the working of the 
Holy Spirit without understanding fully 
how He works. We may learn what 
are the conditions under which He 
works, and how to avail ourselves of 
His power, and yet not fully comprehend 
all that He is and does. 

God’s Word does tell us, however, cer- 
tain laws of the spiritual life that must 
be observed, if the Holy Spirit is to do 
His work in our hearts. And it also 
tells us considerable about that work. 
By reading and meditating upon God’s 
Word, by putting that Word into prac- 
tice, and by trusting the Holy Spirit for 
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His power and direction and instruction, 
we may come to know Him better and 
better, and we may enjoy more fully 
the effects of His working in our hearts, 


od 


Three principal works of the Holy 
Spirit in this dispensation among un- 
believers are mentioned in God’s Word. 
One is that He reproves (John 16:7-11). 
It is the Holy Spirit who convicts men 
of sin, who convinces them of the right- 
eousness that they need if they are to 
please God, and who brings to their 
hearts a fear that the judgment of God 
will overtake them if that sin is not 
dealt with. It is this work of the Holy 
Spirit that troubles the conscience and 
brings men under conviction when they 
hear the Gospel preached. However, it 
does not always result in salvation be- 
cause men sometimes willfully shut their 
hearts and steel their consciences against 
the reproving of the Spirit. 


% 


A second work of the Holy Spirit 
among unbelievers is to regenerate, or 
bring new life, when such ones come to 
the point of accepting the Lord Jesus 
as their Saviour and yield themselves 
to His control. All who are born again 
come into new life through this minis- 
try of the Holy Spirit (John 3:3, 5). 


4 


The third work of the Holy *Spirit 
among unbelievers is to restrain lawless- 
ness (2 Thess. 2:7). It is the Holy Spirit 
in the world, during this dispensation, 
who keeps sin and lawlessness from mul- 
tiplying more rapidly than it does. When, 
at the close of this age, the Holy Spirit 
is taken away, evil will multiply at a 
fearful rate, and the course of sin and 
lawlessness will come to a climax that 
will be ended when the Lord Jesus re- 
turns with His angels and with the re- 
deemed to deal with sin and to set up 
His righteous Kingdom over the whole 
earth. 

4 


But just as there are works of the 
Spirit seen in the world, so there are a 
number of works of the Spirit seen only 
in the lives of believers. It is the Holy 
Spirit who illuminates God’s Word (John 
14:26; 1 Cor, 2:9-16). He makes Christ 
real to the believer (John 15:26; 16:13, 
14). 

He convicts the believer of sin and 
failure, and thus leads him to re- 
pentance and restoration (John 16:7-9), 

His work in the heart of the believer 
brings victory over the self-life (Gal. 
5:16, 17), and makes the believer Christ- 
like, by producing in him the fruit of 
the Spirit (Gal. 5:22, 23). 

The Holy Spirit empowers the believer 
for service, by producing an outflow of 
the life that is Christ (John 7:37-39) and 
by enduing with certain gifts suitable 
for the service He has in mind for each 
believer (1 Cor. 12:4, 7-11). 
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We should not leave these two les- 
sons on the Holy Spirit without seeing 
that God’s plan for every believer is 
that he shall be filled with the Spirit, 
and that He has so commanded us (Eph. 
5:18). His conditions for such filling 
are that there shall be no known uncon- 
fessed sin in the life (1 John 1:9; Eph. 
4:30), that the life shall be yielded to 
Him (Rom. 6:13; 12:1; 1 Thess. 5:19), 
and that there shall be moment by mo- 
ment dependence or trust that He is 
filling and empowering the life, as God’s 
Word says He will do when we meet 
God’s conditions for such filling. 

PHILADELPHIA, 
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This Week's Questions Answered 
(The questions are on page 89) 


1. Many no doubt were the Capernaum 
people, and Luke says, “There were Phari- 
sees and doctors of the law ... out of 
every village of Galilee, Judea, and Jeru- 
salem.” 


2. The importance of acting in faith and 
refusing to be discouraged because of seem- 
ing obstacles. 


3. Because He would deal with the man’s 
greatest need first. 

4. The fact that One, whom they thought 
of only as a man, assumed the prerogatives 
of Deity. ~ 

5. By healing the body of the paralytic, 
thus proving His divine power. 


6. By ignoring the man’s palsy until after 
he had forgiven his sin (see Matt. 10:28). 


7. Often pain drives the sufferer nearer_ 


to the Lord (2 Cor. 12:9, 10). 


8. God’s Word declares that prayer of 

friends will help the sick, and such prayer 
assures the sick one of the concern of others. 
The sick one’s own prayers strengthen the 
heart and bring courage. Prayer, as it 
quiets the heart and the nerves, makes it 
possible for the healing powers of nature 
and the miracle-working power of God to 
operate. 
. 9. No doubt every illness could be cured 
by prayer, but such cure may not always 
be in the will of or to the glory of God. 
Greater even than physical health are men- 
tal and spiritual health (Matt. 10:1; Rom. 
8:21-23). 

10. Good health should be desired in order 
that we may more effectively praise and 
serve the Lord (Isa. 38:16-20). 


A Correction 
(Continued from second page) 


lesson for January 11. Inadvertently, 1 
indicated that the Lord’s presence in the 
Temple was in connection with the rite 
of circumcision, whereas, of course, Scrip- 
ture makes it clear it was for the offer- 
ing of purification. 

I have no excuse to make for such a 
blunder except that sometimes I write 
with a very, very weary mind, so many 
things crowding in.” But this ought not 
to be 


While many will maintain (as Dr. 
Ironside himself does) that ‘there was 
“no excuse” for this error, yet surely 
everyone knows what it is in these days 
to have “a very, very weary mind, so 
many things crowding in.” There are 
also extenuating circumstances in Mrs, 
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Low’s case, since she is just recovering 
from a serious automobile accident. In 
spite of her suffering and weakness, she 
has continued to write her lesson arti- 
cles. “Forty days” could be construed 
as “a little over a month.” Moreover, 
the Editors must also share the blame 
for these mistakes, as all lesson copy is 
read by the Editor and other members 
of the staff before it is ready for the 
printer. 
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David's Dangerous Experience 
By Mildred Siebke 


AVID was a young Eskimo living 

not far from the Kuskokwim Bay. 
He was a fine hunter and fisherman. He 
was especially fond of hunting seal. The 
fur of that animal was fine for cloth- 
ing and its fat for food. Hunting them 
in the kayak on the water was also fine 
sport. 

His hunting implements were care- 
fully arranged in front of him in his 
skin canoe, or kayak. Its frame is made 
of pieces of wood not much thicker than 
your finger, tied together with rawhide, 
and covered with sealskin. No one but 
an Eskimo, trained in youth to handle 
it, ever thinks of going out into the bay 
or sea in so fragile a thing. In one end 
of the kayak were several spears and a 
harpoon with a long, rawhide rope at- 
tached to it. At the other end was a 
seal bladder, full of air, to act as a 
float in case a wounded seal swims 
away, or gets under the ice, 

If David could get near enough to 
a seal, he would hurl the harpoon into 
its body. The ivory tip is barbed like 
a hook. Then he must quickly and skill- 
fully throw the long rawhide line over- 
board with the blown-up bladder. 

One day, however, David was hunting 
for seal, but he saw none, So he fastened 
his kayak to the largest block of ice 
near him, and ciimbed a near-by ice 
mountain to look in all directions over 
the icy water of the Kuskokwim Bay. 

When he went back for his kayak, 
alas, it.-was gone, The strong currents 
had loosened the hook with which it 
was fastened to the ice, and it was 
floating out over the water ever farther 
away. David knew he could not get 
it by swimming, not in such ice-cold 
water and dressed as he was in heavy 
fur clothing. He had nothing with him 
on his floating ice prison; no food, no 
shelter, no wood, nothing. What was 
he to do? Would he die of cold and 
hunger out there in the Bering Sea? 
Or could he by any means reach his 
kayak? David was a brave boy, and he 
would try at least, even if he were 
to die in the attempt. 

He looked around on the big ice block 
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and found a small block of ice that he 
could lift. This he threw into the water, 
and by holding on to the big ice block 
he succeeded in balancing himself on 
the small piece. It meant that his weight 
took him under water over his hips. 

Then David used his hands as paddles. 
Away he sailed from his ice island out 
toward his kayak. Soon he was able to 
get near his little boat. But as he neared 
it another danger faced him. His pad- 
dling caused little waves that made his 
light kayak keep ahead, just out of 
reach. David tried ever so hard to cap- 
ture his little skin boat, but every time 
it was just beyond his reach. 

The poor young Eskimo lad seemed as 
bad off as ever. And surely he could 
not ride that floating ice block very 
much longer. He was growing tired 
paddling so hard, and his hands were 
getting numb. 

Now David was a Christian. The Mo- 
ravian missionaries had taught him to 
know and love God in Christ Jesus, and 
he did not forget his faith in God at 
this dangerous moment. Of course he 
kept on working as hard as he knew 
how. Young as he was, he did not wish 
to die. He wished to live and work 
among his people for his Saviour. 

David grew so tired that he actually 
wept. They were honest tears, and he 
needed not to be ashamed of them. But 
he also prayed. He prayed earnestly 
for the help of the Lord. He knew all 
human help was vain, and only God 
could save him from a watery grave. 


Just then, unexpectedly, help came. A 


big swell of the sea came and pushed | 


David’s kayak against a fairly large 
block of ice. By a supreme effort Da- 
vid succeeded in guiding himself against 
the kayak, and how he praised God 
when he had hold of his kayak! 


God had a plan and purpose for Da- 
vid’s life, and with one desperate effort 
the lad got into his kayak safely. Surely 
the hand of God was holding the kayak 
steady! David had to rest a bit, and 
no doubt with each breath he uttered 
a Kuyana (Thank you) to God who 
had heard and answered his prayer. 


He was still many miles from home, 
and it was getting dark. Yet God was 
still mindful of His child, for David had 
not gone far when a good friend, Ivan 
Petluska, a fellow helper of the Mora- 
vian Mission, met him. He had been 
hunting by himself, in good Eskimo fash- 
ion. He became alarmed when David 
had not met him at an appointed place, 
and went to look for him. He found 
him stiff from cold, and his clothes 
frozen. Ivan helped him home. 

David is still a valuable Christian 
worker, 2 native helper of the Moravian 
Mission on the Kuskekwim. 

BETHEL, ALASKA. 
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When answering advertisements, 
you saw it in the Times, 


tell them 
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Nicotine Knockout, or the 


Slow Count 
ws by over 13 years since I retired from 
the Heavyweight Championship. 


But here’s a challenge: If Joe Louis will 
start smoking, and promise to inhale a 
couple of packages of cigarettes every 
day for six months, I’ll engage to lick 
him in 15 rounds!” 

So declares Gene Tunney, former 
heavyweight boxing champion, in the 
December issue of the Reader’s Digest 
in which he summarizes the latest sci- 
entific findings in respect to smoking. 
Mr. Tunney continues: 

“Of course, Joe wouldn’t be foolish 
enough to meet my terms. No boxer, 
no athlete in training smokes. He knows 
that whenever nerves, muscles, heart, 
and brain are called upon for a supreme 
effort, the tobacco-user is the first to 
fold.” 

Heavy (over ten cigarettes a day) 
smokers have a considerably shorter life 
expectancy than non-smokers, says Mr. 
Tunney, citing the ominous findings of 
the late Dr. Raymond Pearl of Johns 
Hopkins. And he adds, “Even if you 
smoke moderately, you have much less 
chance of reaching 60 than if you don’t 
smoke at all.” 

Other sensational findings are revealed 
by Mr. Tunney who is now Lieutenant 
Commander in the U. S. Navy, in charge 
of Navy physical training and athletics, 
and he closes his comment with this 
special word to mothers: Send your 
boy in camp a baseball mitt or a set of 
boxing gloves instead of cigarettes. 
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A Correction 


HE report in the Survey (S. S. Trues, 
Nov. 29, 1941) that the revision of the 
hymnal of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church would omit hymns mentioning 
the blood of Christ appears to be untrue. 


. The Rev. John W. Norris, Secretary of 


the Commission having the revision in 
hand, kindly writes: 


“It has been called to our attention that 
Tue Sunpay ScHoo.t Times recently published 
a statement to the effect that the new 
hymnal of the Episcopal Church will avoid 
all hymns centering about the blood of 
Christ. Such a. statement is a misleading 
half-truth because such hymns as ‘Just as 
I am’ and ‘Bread of the World’ are included 
in the revised book. 

“It is quite true that the Commission 
preparing the new hymnal, which has been 
adopted by the General Convention, has 
sought to avoid hymns which are markedly 
subjective in character, regardless of the 
subject matter about which they may cen- 
ter. . . . Despite this basic principle... 
many of the familiar and beloved hymns 
have been retained. 

“Will you kindly give space in your cor- 
respondence column to correct ...a mis- 
understanding which has arisen .. .?” 


There is just one minor difference be- 
tween Mr. Norris’ letter and the original 


‘statement in the Survey. The Survey 


said, “It is reported that the new Protes- 
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tant Episcopal Hymnal will eliminate 
hymns centering about the blood of 
Christ,” not “all hymns” as Mr. Norris 
heard the report. However, the original 
statement was wrong, and it is good to 
know that at least some hymns on the 
truth of salvation through the blood of 
Christ will be included. 








Bless God, America! 


(Hymn of Christian Patriotism) 
and six other NEW Gospel Hymns 


By GRANT COLFAX TULLAR 
Per copy, 10c; 6 for 50c; 15 for $1.00 
Send U.S. stamps, coin, bill, or money order. Address 


TULLAR STUDIO PO. Bes eh 


ORANGE, N. J. 


-—— CHRISTIAN GREETING CARDS—— 


For Sale or for Personal Use 
Comforting, encouraging messages of cheer to the 
sick and sorrowing, birthday, Easter, etc., any with 
Bible Texts—in great versety of artistic settings— 
the type of Greetings Christian people are looking 
for. Cards that are different—uot found in stores— 
Boxed and pubenes—gee8 profit—no investment 
a Catalog and sales plans on renuoet 

PEASE GREETING CARDS, INC. 
264 Laurel St. Dept. Buffalo, N. Y. 

















Old Fashioned Revival 


Nationwide 
Gospel Broadcast 


Mutual Network and I 

ent Stations. Consult log 
of local newspapers for stations 
and times. 


CHARLES E. FULLER, Director 
P. 0. Box 123, Los Angeles, Calif. 








WANTED! 


Vincent’s Word Studies 


IN THE NEW TESTAMENT — the four 
volumes, second-hand. We offer to buy 
complete sets at market price, or better. 
Address promptly 
BIBLE INSTITUTE COLPORTAGE ASS’N 
837 N. Wells Street Chicago, Illinois 





opaa: 
INTERES 


When a young girl goes, in the dead of 
winter, to a little white schoolhouse to teach 
a group of tough, hard-to-handle ——_ 
she is likely to keep a very exciting diary. 
The worst of it all, says the young teacher's 
journal, is fifteen-year-old Jed, very strong 
and big—‘‘only God keeps me cool when 
Jed puts snakes in my desk drawer and 
crabs in my lunch!,”’ 

Read “The Winpike Journal,” in two 
ports, beginning next week in CHRISTIAN 

OUTH. Write for it now, and we will 
send you, free, the issues of. February 7 and 
14 containing the complete story. 


The Sunday School Times Co., 


325 N. 18th Street Philadelphia, Pa. 
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For Family Worship 
By Ernest M, Wadsworth, D.D. 


Director of 
The Great Commission Prayer League 











Following the Home Daily Bible Readings 

on the International Uniform Sunday School 

Lesson, issued by the International Sunday 
School Lesson Committee. 


February 9 to 15 

Mon.—Mark 2:1-12. 
A Preaching and Healing Mission. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Preaching the 
Gospel . . . healing al) manner of sick- 
ness” (Matt. 4:23). The salvation of 
souls was the great concern with the 
Lord. He “went about doing good, and 
healing all that were oppressed of the 
devil” (Acts 10:38). He always put the 
need of the soul above that of the body. 














“O Jerusalem, JERUSALEM!” 


Child of God, think on Jerusalem! 
God does. Then remember the 
American Board of Missions to the 
Jews. In an all-out abandon of 
faith in the God of Israel, this faith- 
ful and fruitful Mission stretches 
from New York to Los Angeles, 
from London to Jerusalem. Its 
consecrated missionaries are hold- 
ing forth the Word of Life, fearless- 
ly and sacrificially. In refugee relief 
to Christian Jews, we have the en- 
viable record of operating at the 
lowest overhead cost. 

Make a contribution now, if the 
Lord so leads you. You will receive 
THE CHOSEN PEOPLE and other 
heart-gripping literature. And then 
you'll be glad you helped us! Try 
it,and see! Address 


American Board of Missions to the Jews 


27 Throop Avenue, Brooklyn, N. Y. 


























One Sample Free to chairmen of Every-Member Can- 
vass Committees (and church officers having to do 
with money-raising) 


‘AN HUNDREDFOLD”’ 


The Faithful Steward’s Dividend 
By David McConaughy 
Author of “Money, the Acid Test” 
A Suusinating hoobies on Stewardship, a forceful and 
convincing Scriptural plea. 10c; 12, $1.00; 100, $7.00. 
THE BIBLE INSTITUTE COLPORTAGE ASS’N 
837 N. Wells Street Chicago, Illinois 











THE KENNEDY 
PUBLICATIONS 


TRACT DEPARTMENT OF 


The National Bible Institute 
340 W. 55th Street, New York City 


W 


Free tracts, devotional, and evan- 
gelistic. Write for price list of 














_in Christ. 





other publications. 
Le 





THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


This gives us a standard for our service 
to mankind. Man’s greatest need is the 
Word of God. Pray for the Bible Suc- 
cess Band, 1505 Race Street, Philadelphia. 
Tues.—Luke 5:17-26. Healing and Forgiving. 

PRAYER SuccesTions: “Thy sins be for- 
given thee; ... Rise up and walk.” The 
man sick with the palsy needed forgive- 
ness before healing. Many stil] need 
pardon before blessing. “Who for- 
giveth all thine iniquities; who healeth 
all thy diseases” (Psa. 103:3). Pray for 
usefulness of Bible texts now appearing 
in Chicago streetcars (Best Seller Pub- 
licity, Box 409, Chicago). 
Wed.—Luke 9:49-56. 

The Breadth of Jesus’ Sympathy. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “He that is not 
against us is for us.” The Lerd is won- 
derfully kind. He knows better than we 
do who are His real friends. They are not 
all in our group. He said, “He that is 
not against us is for us.” Pray for the 
Best Seller Bible Texts appearing now 
in Detroit. 


Thurs.—Luke 7:19-28. A Cure for Doubt. 

PRAYER SuGcEstTions: “Tell John what 
things ye have seen and heard.” John 
wanted further proof that Jesus was 
indeed the Christ. Our Lord gave that 
evidence immediately. Folks want to 
see our behavior as well as to hear our 
message. People notice what we are 
more than what we say. Pray for bless- 
ing upon Bible texts now showing in the 
streetcars of Joliet, Ill. 


Fri.—Matthew 17:14-21. The Power to Heal. 

PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “This kind goeth 
not out but by prayer and fasting.” How 
often we too fail, as did these disciples. 
We feast and neglect prayer, when fast- 
ing and waiting upon God should be the 
order of the hour. Power to bless others 
comes with the crucifixion of “the flesh.” 
The way we live decides the usefulness 
of our work for Christ. Pray for the 
Tram and Ferry Text Mission, Sydney, 
Australia. 


Sat.—Isaiah 42:1-7. Gentleness and Grace. 

PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “I have put my 
spirit upon him.” Gentleness and grace 
are the fruit of the Spirit of God. Christ 
was “anointed ... with the oil of glad- 
ness” above all others. If we have His 
Spirit in our hearts we shall be gentle 
and gracious in life and lip. Do others 
find in you the meekness and gentleness 
of Christ? Pray for wider streetcar min- 
istries to Best Seller publicity. 


Sun.—Psalm 103:1-14. An Adequate Salvation. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “As the heaven is 
high above the earth, so great is his 
mercy.” God’s salvation in Christ is 
suitable to every case. God’s love and 
grace are more than enough for all, as 
the ocean and rivers are to water the 
earth. He gives salvation with eternal 
glory. More than all we need we find 
“He satisfieth the longing 
soul.” His mercy reacheth to Heaven. 
Pray for a greater ministry for The Sun- 
day School Times. 
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Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times is published - 


weekly at the following rates, payable in 
advance, for either old or new sub- 
scribers, in the United States and Pos- 
sessions. These rates include postage. 


$2.25—One copy, or any number of 
copies less than five, $2.25 each, per year. 
One copy, five years, $8.75. 


$1.735—Five or more copies, either to 
separate addresses or in a package to 
one address, $1.75 each, per year. 


CANADA AND FOREIGN COUNTRIES 
For each Canadian subscription add 25 cents 


to these rates for postage. For each foreign 
subscription add 50 cents for postage: 
SPECIAL NOTICE TO CANADIAN READERS 

The official exchange rate between Canada 
and the United States having been fixed at 
11 per cent, THe Sunpay Scuoot TIMES sug- 
gests to its valued Canadian subscribers 
that they forward money for subscriptions 
by Canadian Post Office Money Order in 
order to avoid the additional charge (in 
addition to the 11 per cent) frequently made 
on remittances by check sent to the Trmgs. 

Whenever the exchange rate goes above 
the 11 per cent official rate, as it frequently 
does, the Tres bears the additional ex- 
change cost. (It has been as high as, 20 
per cent.) 

Tue Sunpay Scnoot Trmes is paying the 
War Exchange Tax for all of its Canadian 
subscribers. 


Christian Youth 


Christian Youth is published 
weekly at the following rates, pay- 
able in advance, in the United States 
and Possessions. These rates include 
postage. 

$1.00—One or more copies to indi- 
vidual addresses, $1.00 each, per year. 

68 cents—Five or more copies, in a 
package to only one address, 68 cents 
each, per year. 


The Sunday School Times Company 
825 N. Thirteenth St., Philadelphia, Pa. 
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